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American City Planning Celebrating its Centennial: Great
Promise — Great Plans?

Dr. Kenneth Reardon, who was kind enough to keynote APA-NJ’s annual
conference this past November, is the Director of the Graduate Program
in City and Regional Planning at the University of Memphis. Dr.
Reardon, formerly of Cornell University, is a nationally renowned expert
in community organizing, community-based neighborhood planning, and
university-community partnerships. He received the American Institute
of Certified Planners President's Award for his role in establishing and
directing the highly-regarded East St. Louis Action Research Project and
more recently has been involved in recovery planning for New Orleans’
Ninth Ward in collaboration with a group of planning students.

Following is the text of his keynote address.

Good morning! | want to thank Rebecca Hersh, Mike Powell, and others from
the conference planning committee for inviting me to spend a few minutes
with you this morning during this historic election week.

A week that marked the election of Senator Barack Obama as our 44™ presi-
dent. A man whose campaign has repeatedly highlighted many of the urban
and regional planning issues that have been and are core concerns of our pro-
fession.

(Continued on page 12)

The 2009 Planning Conference: The Biggest and Best Yet

By Rebecca Hersh, AICP/PP

This year’s Planning Conference was APA-NJ’s biggest confer-
ence yet, with over 500 attendees and, for the first time, two
days of programming. The conference, which was held at New
Brunswick’s Hyatt Regency Hotel, was sponsored by the
American Planning Association NJ Chapter and the Edward |.
Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers.

The program began on Thursday November 6 with two walk-
ing tours and subsequent panel discussions: one of downtown
New Brunswick’s recent redevelopment, and one of Rutgers
University’s plans for bus rapid transit and how transit fits
into the new greening of the College Avenue Campus project.

Later that evening, two workshops were offered: New Jersey
Planning Law and Planning Ethics. The following day, the all-
(Continued on page 2)
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The Jersey Planner Is a bi-monthly
publication of the New Jersey
Chapter of the American Planning
Association. This publication is
available only to members of the
New Jersey Chapter.

The APA-NJ Bulletin committee
welcomes submission of original
articles, editorial letters, photo-
graphs, news items, and classified
advertisements. The committee
reserves the right to only publish
submissions that are deemed ap-
propriate for this publication. The
views published in the bulletin are
not necessarily those of the APA-
NJ.

Rebecca M. Hersh, AICP/PP
Bulletin Editor
rebeccamhersh@aol.com

To find out more information on
joining the New Jersey Chapter or
if you would like to place an ad-
vertisement in future bulletins
please contact:

Michael E. Levine, AICP
APA-NJ Chapter Administrator
P. O. Box 200402

One Riverfront Plaza

Newark, NJ 07102-9715

Phone (973) 286-4708

Fax: (973) 504-7097
mlevine@njapa.org

Submit all address changes to:
American Planning Association
122 S. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60603-6107

(312) 431-9100

Or online at: www.planning.org

...The 2009 Planning Conference: The
Biggest and Best Yet

(Continued from page 1)

day program included 18 sessions, a
keynote (see article on page ), and an
afternoon cocktail reception and net-
working hour.

The 2008
Planning Awards

At the conference luncheon, |3 awards
for outstanding planning projects and
leadership were presented. The award
winners are as follows:

Outstanding Comprehensive Plan
Award

Main Street Atlantic City Downtown Revitali-
zation Plan

Karabashian Eddington Planning Group and
Main Street Atlantic City

Distinguished Service Award
Heyer, Gruel & Associates

Commitment to Community Planning
Award

m ‘ Town of Newton
Hair Jai iy i.'.h.lfn;l

Outstanding Transportation Planning
Award

Prudential Center Coordinated Transit, Traf-
fic and Parking Management Plan

Traffic and Parking Management Plan
Sam Schwartz Engineering

Outstanding Sustainable Initiative
Award

NJDOT Commuter & Mobility Strategies
Bureau

Bicycle and Pedestrian Program
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Outstanding Planning Education Award Distinguished Leadership Award for a
Technical Assistance Outreach Brochures for ~ Citizen Planner

Municipal Planning Gary Novak, Planning Board Chair Elwood “Woody” Jarmer Award for
Monmouth County Planning Board Borough of West Cape May Environmental Achievement

Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Program and
the County & Municipal Comprehensive
Farmland Preservation Planning Process

NJ State Agriculture Dev. Committee

Smart Growth Award — . .
Jersey City Bayfront Redevelopment Plan Dlstmqmshe(! Leadership Award for an
A. Nelessen Associates, Jersey City and Hon- Elected Official

eywell Corporation Mayor Guiseppe Chila
Township of Woolwich

President's Award for Leadership in
Planning Advocacy
New Jersey Planning Officials (NJPO)
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The 2008 Awards jury was:

e Karl Hartkopf, PP/AICP, N Office of
Smart Growth

o  Courtenay Mercer, PP/AICP, Mercer
Planning Associates

o Gail O’Reilly, PP/AICP, TownWorks

e  Creigh Rahenkamp, PP/AICP, Creigh
Rahenkamp and Associates

e Judith Auer Shaw, Ph.D., PP/AICP,

Budd Chavoosian Award for Out-

standing Professional Planner Outstanding Implementation Award National Center for Neighborhood &

Donald A. Kruekeberg, Ph.D., PP, FAICP -- Fairview Village Brownfields Redevelopment, and the

Posthumously NJ Housing & Mortgage Finance Agency in Rutgers Center for Green Building

Presentation by Dr. Frank Popper partnership with the ¢ Randall Solomon, New Jersey Sus-
City of Camden, the Camden Redevelopment tainable State Institute

Authority, and RPM

And a special thank you to the confer-

If you have ideas for the 2010 conference, ence sponsors, without whose generous
support the conference would not have
please contact: been possible:

mlevine@njapa.org or rebeccamhersh@aol.com. =~ _ . .

¢ Heyer Gruel Associates

« Stearns Associates, LLC

e Maser Consulting P.A.

« Howard/Stein-Hudson Associ-
ates, Inc.

We welcome your comments and ideas!
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CONFERENCE SNAPSHOT
A Look at Award Winner Main Street Atlantic City

By Binoy Panicker, AICP & Kruti Bhatia, KEPG, Atlantic City

Main Street Atlantic City (MSAC) is a
nonprofit organization guiding and man-
aging the revitalization and development
of Atlantic City's downtown core - a |5-
block area along Atlantic Avenue, be-
tween Michigan and Massachusetts Ave-
nues. Guided by the national "Main
Street Four Point", MSAC coordinates
stakeholders to improve the quality of
life for all, celebrate the city's rich cul-
tural diversity, preserve historically sig-
nificant architecture, and increase the
value of the district's properties and
businesses.

In 2006, MSAC enlisted a professional
planning and design firm, Karabashian
Eddington Planning Group (KEPG) to
lead a team of experts to explore the
current and potential uses of the down-

town area. With input from various
community stakeholders, KEPG de-
veloped the vision, the plan, and the
implementation strategy for the
Downtown District in Atlantic City.
It is envisioned that MSAC, in close
coordination with the City of Atlan-
tic City and other key agencies, will
facilitate the implementation of the
Plan over the next several years.

The plan is based on the central
theme of “Reconnecting Atlantic City
to Atlantic Avenue”. The final Vi-
sioning & Downtown Revitalization Plan,
completed in August 2007, includes:
specific recommendations for physical
improvements; identification of new
commercial and residential uses for ex-
isting buildings; a downtown housing
strategy to convert empty upper floors

FUTURE LAND USE CONCEPT PLAN
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into apartment units; a tenant recruit-
ment plan to attract new businesses to
the Downtown District; a brand identity
for the area that reflects the new viabil-
ity; and a marketing strategy to attract
new investment to the area. The plan
includes definite implementation steps

D Neighborhood services

s Atlantic Avenue/Main Street corridor

I Improved primary east-west connectors

parking

nelghbar

I: X
J cammanity J uéo E-'me '
conte e "



The Jersey Planner Page 5

and budgets that will help MSAC suc- _ ; .
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As with any non-profit and advisory (

agency, funding and proving relevance
are key issues that are constantly being
sought. Main Street Atlantic City is no
different. In 2008, with the downward
turn in the national and local economies,
Main Street Atlantic City faced great
challenges in funding for its staff and pro-
grams despite the successful endorse-
ment of the Downtown Revitalization

Plan by various stakeholders.
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In the fall of 2008, the New Jersey Bl et s i i
American Planning Association (NJAPA) it Mo e anigerrEs
awarded the Main Street Atlantic City R ea emywal, 1 im.s-«r:www
Downtown Revitalization Plan the Out- STl -;,\ T (Enrgsens)
standing Comprehensive Plan Award for N o .

2008. This recognition by NJAPA cou- iy i) e i i

pled with other events along the Ave- e e

nue, namely, the establishment of a Mer-
chants’ Association and a renewed com-
mitment by the City of Atlantic City to
support Main Street Atlantic City, has
revived stakeholder, community and
various state agency interest in the At-
lantic Avenue Corridor. Consequently,
there has been greater interest in the

T s
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Board, the Downtown Revitalization e T Lo, AL EaTe e

Plan and the concepts outlined therein.
The Main Street Atlantic City Board is
now seeking funding for various pro-
grams and initiatives outlined in the plan
by leveraging the prestigious recognition
by NJAPA. Above all, this award is a
great motivating factor and endorsement
of the totally voluntary Board members’
efforts, all of whom have full time jobs
and commitments, but are involved in
this organization to see the success of
this community.
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and recognition is a new dawn to the _,_“:f;’;{j,_m“m e Erer [ope
successful reconnection of Atlantic City o i [P

to Atlantic Avenue! The Main Street
Atlantic City Downtown Revitalization
Plan may be viewed and downloaded S
from http://mainstreetacnj.org.
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CONFERENCE SNAPSHOT
The Downtown New Brunswick Walking Tour

By Maura McManimon Fennessey, AICP/PP

On Thursday of the conference, about
100 intrepid conference attendees
braved the rain for a walking tour of
New Brunswick’s downtown. We broke
into three groups led by Chris Paladino
and Jean Holtz of the New Brunswick
Development Corporation (Devco) and
Glenn Patterson, Director of New
Brunswick’s Department of Planning,
Community & Economic Development.

| had the pleasure of being in the group
led by Chris Paladino who, having been
at the helm of Devco for almost |5
years, provided an insider’s view of
what'’s been happening downtown.

The first stop was the corner of Albany
Avenue and George Street, where we
could see the clear contrast in the devel-
opment impacts of the Johnson and
Johnson building and high rises along
George Street, such as 120 Albany
Street where Devco is located. Johnson
and Johnson is set back from the street
— separated by a berm, with its own
parking as well as employee amenities.
The result is a physical separation of
both the building and its employees from
the downtown. Diagonally across the
street is 120 Albany Street, a high rise
building designed with street level retail
that integrates with the rest of George
Street and brings pedestrians, shoppers
and diners out to the sidewalks.

Regarding parking, the goal of the City
and Devco is to centralize all of the
city’s parking needs into public lots.
Rather than allow new individual build-
ings to provide their own parking, devel-
opers are asked to make a contribution
to the City's parking authority. Both
developers and the city benefit from this,
as the strategy allows the parking au-
thority to take advantage of shared park-
ing opportunities, makes the financing of
new parking structures more feasible;
and shared parking reduces individual
parking obligations of new buildings.

I
i
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We walked to the train station platform
which gave us a clear view of the site of
the planned Gateway project, a mixed-
use project that will connect the train
station to Rutgers’ Old Queens campus.
It will feature luxury high-rise housing,
structured parking and retail, including a
major bookstore retailer that will serve
as a the Rutgers bookstore. That, along
with plans for an expanded train plat-
form and pedestrian connection over
Albany Street, will have a major impact
on the function and use of the down-
town’s train station.

We then proceeded up French Street
toward Robert Wood Johnson Univer-
sity Hospital to see the enormous and
impressive cluster of hospitals and re-
search and development institutions in
the heart of the city: Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital, UMDN] —
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School,
the Cancer Institute of New Jersey, and
the new Child Health Institute of NJ.

The healthcare cluster gave way to the
government cluster between Bayard and
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Paterson Streets. This area is home to
the Middlesex County Administration
Building, the Middlesex County Court-
house, the Family Courthouse and Civic
Square — and the adjacent Bloustein
School. Chris shared noted the intrica-
cies of negotiating security issues
amongst the Post Office, the county
courthouse and prosecutor’s offices, and
the City’s policy department for the
Civic Square project. Historically, these
functions may have insisted on being in
separate buildings, but in the end Devco
and its development partners were able
to create a consolidated mixed-
government project.

We then walked down Kirkpartrick to
New Street and then Livingston Avenue
to Devco’s most recent mixed-use pro-
ject — the Heldrich. Completed in 2007,
the Heldrich houses a hotel and confer-
ence center, the John J. Heldrich Center
for Workforce Development, multiple
restaurants and luxury housing. The
building’s lobby and conference rooms
feature the works of New Jersey artists,
and the conference center has top notch
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resources. The park in front of the ho-
tel, at the triangle where Livingston Ave-
nue and George Street meet, has been
restored to its historic design.

A goal (and a major draw) of the Hel-
drich project is to attract hotel guests to
the theaters and restaurants downtown.
We also learned about some of the re-
development planned for the Theater
District, including bringing in a theater
with the infrastructure to accommodate
multiple productions and store multiple
sets at one time.

We then walked back to the Hyatt via
New Street to Neilson Street, which
took us by New Brunswick’s HOPE VI
project, a senior housing high rise and a
mix of apartment buildings and town-
homes. A side trip down Dennis Street
showed us a quaint street of low-rise
apartments and townhomes, complete
with some of New Brunswick’s best
dining!

Our thanks go out to our tour guides
and those attendees who were not
afraid of a few rain drops, who helped to
make the walking tour such a success!

Write for
The Jersey Planner!

The APA-NJ Bulletin welcomes plan-
ning-related articles, editorials, event
announcements, and photos. E-mail
submissions and questions to APA-NJ
Bulletin Editor Rebecca Hersh at:
rebeccamhersh@aol.com

Upcoming Deadlines:

¢ Friday December 26 for the Janu-
ary-February 2009 issue

e Friday February 27 for the
March-April 2009 issue

e Friday April 18 for the May-June
2009 issue

Executive Committee News:
Legislative Committee Update

By John P. Szabo, Jr., AICP/PP
Legislative Committee Chair

The Legislative Committee convened
recently to discuss the status of NJAPA’s
legislative efforts and to set priority
goals for 2009.

It is the Committee’s primary goal to
become a more effective and proactive
force in shaping legislation that impacts
planning in our state. For 2009, it is the
Committee’s intention to not only com-
ment on pending planning legislation but
to also be an advocate for legislation that
will address the numerous planning is-
sues we face.

In order to accomplish its legislative
goals, individual Committee members
will review, monitor .
and report on legisla-
tive initiatives within
their area for discus-
sion and policy deci-
sions will be made by
the Legislative Com-
mittee as a whole for
action. Consistent
with the policy guide-
lines of the National
APA, the Committee
will then present com-
ments to the legislature
for their consideration,
as well as lobby for
changes deemed neces-
sary to improve upon
or discourage legisla-
tive efforts that would
otherwise adversely
impact planning in New
Jersey. Some of the
efforts we will be seek-
ing to target are
changes to the MLUL
and Professional Li-
censing requirements
of the Professional
Planning Licensing
Board. More on this
will be forthcoming.

Communications with the NJAPA Execu-
tive Board and membership will be key
to our success. Reports will be issued
by print and email to keep our member-
ship informed of Legislative Committee
activities. We also will be sending out a
membership survey to elicit ideas and
suggestions for legislative initiatives we
should focus on.

With your help, NJAPA can become a
potent and effective advocate for pro-
moting planning in New Jersey. If any-
one is interested in volunteering their
time to this effort or has any suggestions
they would like to share feel free to con-
tact me at djszabo@optonline.net.

- -
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Bloustein School Captures 4th “Best in Nation” ACSP Award

The Association of Collegiate Schools of
Planning (ACSP) has awarded Ralph
Buehler, who received his PhD from the
Bloustein School in May, the 2008
Barclay Gibbs Jones Award for Best Dis-
sertation in Planning. The ACSP annual
award, which honors superior scholar-
ship in a doctoral dissertation, has now
been presented for the fourth consecu-
tive year to a student from the Bloustein
School’s doctoral program.

Now an assistant professor at Virginia
Tech University, Buehler’s thesis was

entitled “Transport Policies, Travel Be-
havior, and Sustainability: A Comparison
of Germany and the U.S.” Professor
John Pucher chaired Buehler’s disserta-
tion committee; other members in-
cluded University Professor Joseph .
Seneca, Professor Michael R. Greenberg,
Associate Professor Radha Jagannathan,
and Dr. Uwe Kunert, of the German
Institute of Economic Research in Berlin.

The previous award winners from the
Bloustein School include:

American Planning Association
New Jersey Chapter

Making Great Communities Happen

Annual Report

November 2007-October 2008

Edited by

Rabecca M. Hersh, FP/RICE & Coudenay D Mercer, FPFAICP

Don’t forget to check out APA-NJ's first ever Annual Report
at http://njapa.org/annual report/AR2008.pdf.

* 2006—Philip Ashton, "Advantage or
Disadvantage! The Changing Institutional
Landscape of Central City Mortgage
Lending." David Listokin, Faculty Supervi-
sor

* 2005 -- Kurt Paulsen, "Land Use and
Locational Justice: Land Use and Fiscal
Policies of New Jersey Municipalities.”
Donald Krueckeberg, Faculty Supervisor

* 2004 -- Anna Laura Wolf-Powers, "The
Effect of Labor Market Intermediaries on
Career Opportunity for Non-College-
Educated Workers: A Supply-And De-
mand-Side Analysis." Ann Markusen,
Faculty Supervisor

There was no award presented for 2007.

The ACSP awards committee bases its
decision on the thesis it finds “original,
well written, employs methods elegantly,
offers lessons pertinent to central issues
in the field of planning, and provides
guidance about how planners or govern-
ments should make choices.” The com-
mittee is chaired by Professor Pierre
Clavel of Cornell University’s Depart-
ment of City and Regional Planning.

The ACSP is a consortium of university-
based programs offering credentials in
urban and regional planning. The associa-
tion promotes education, research, ser-
vice, and outreach in the United States
and internationally.

In addition to the Barclay Gibbs Jones
award, Bloustein School students have
won other honors from ACSP. Ashton,
the 2006 award winner, also captured
one of three Best Student Paper awards
in 2004 in recognition of the best pres-
entations made at ACSP’s annual confer-
ence.

ACSP also awarded travel scholarships
to attend its annual conference to past
Bloustein School PhD graduates, includ-
ing Buehler in 2008, Ana Baptista in
2007, Jeremy Nemeth in 2006, Mook
Kim and Mi Shih in 2005, and Kristen
Crossney in 2004.
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Upcoming Events & Announcements

A major new exhibit that explores the sci-
ence, history and impact of climate change
and illuminates ways in which individuals,
communities and nations can reduce their
carbon footprints. For information, visit
www.amnh.org.

During this workshop participants will con-
sider the advantages and disadvantages of
alternative approaches to public involvement
— including formal public hearings, less formal
public meetings, workshops, advisory groups,
and structured formats for public input — and
learn about strategies for making potentially
negative situations meaningful, useful and
positive for both public servants and the pub-
lic. For information, visit www.planning.org.

NJ Future’s fourth annual Redevelopment
Forum will be held at the Hyatt Hotel and
Conference Center in New Brunswick on
February 27, 2009. This event is considered a

must-attend by many planners, architects,
developers, lawyers and the general public
throughout the region, thanks in part to the
wealth of information shared in the series of
workshops. Consider the testimony from
one former participant, who wrote to say
that the Forum was “one of the best and
most informative conferences | have at-
tended in 25 years of public service. The
information discussed was extremely valuable
at this critical time in New Jersey.” For more
information, visit www.njfuture.org or call 609-
393-0008.

2009 National Main Streets Conference
Becoming Main Street 2.0

March 1-4, 2009

Chicago, lllinois

The 2009 conference will focus on how tech-
nology can enhance the Main Street ap-
proach, including: how to use new technolo-
gies to manage programs and engage con-
stituents; what is social networking and how
it applies to Main Street; how to get local
businesses to take advantage of e-commerce;
and how to recruit volunteers online. For
information, visit www.mainstreet.org.

The annual New Jersey Land Conservation
Rally is one of the nation’s largest statewide
conservation events. The Rally is a daylong
educational event offering more than 20
workshops, plenary sessions, and networking
opportunities. Approximately 300 conserva-
tionists attend each year. All workshops are

90-minutes long and multiple sessions run
concurrently. For questions, please contact
Meghan McMahon at |-888-526-3728 or
Meghan@njconservation.org.

Healthy Kids Grants are a partnership of the
General Mills Foundation, the American Die-
tetic Association Foundation and the Presi-
dent's Challenge. Fifty grants of $10,000 each
will be made to schools, community groups
and other nonprofit organizations with inno-
vative programs aimed at improving the nu-
trition and activity habits of young people.
The involvement of a registered dietitian or
dietetic technician, registered is a require-
ment for each program. The 2009 Champi-
ons for Healthy Kids grant application is avail-
able at www.generalmills.com/corporate/
commitment/champions.aspx. The application
deadline is January 15, 2009; grants will be
awarded in May 2009. For more information,
contact Beth Labrador at blabra-
dor@eatright.org.

Plan now to attend APA's 2009 National Planning Conference in Minneapolis April 25-29
to learn about great planning happening in the Twin Cities and around the world. Online
registration will be available in December. For more information, visit www.planning.org.
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® A commitment to economic policies
that will expand both employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities especially
for those that have struggled to find liv-
ing wage employment in the new global-
ized service economy of which we are a
part.

® A commitment to a more balanced
approach to economic policy that will
protect consumers, not just major cor-
porations and their investors, from the
excesses of our economic system
through prudent regulation.

® A commitment to pursuing policies
and programs that will reduce our de-
pendency on non-

® A commitment to a more inclusive
and participatory approach to local,
state, and federal planning and decision-
making.

® A commitment to a new approach
to foreign policy that will replace the
Bush/Cheney/Rice, Wolfowitz unilateral,
often military first, model of interna-
tional relations which has been so costly
to our reputation, economy, and the
lives and health of our military and their
family with a more multi-lateral diplo-
macy first approach international rela-
tions.

In my few minutes with you this morn-
ing, during this historic week, as we en-
ter the Centennial

renewable re-
sources strength-
ening our position
in the global econ-
omy, addressing
issues or global
warming, and re-
ducing the negative
health affects of
deteriorating air
quality.

® A commitment
to taking action to
address the na-
tion’s mounting
housing crisis char-
acterized by plum-

It seems appropriate to ini-
tiate this critical assess-
ment of our historic and
contemporary planning ef-
forts here in New Jersey -
not because it is arguably o
our most urbanized state,
but because the Garden
State has been, so fre-
quently, in the leadership in
terms of urban policy-
making and planning.

year of American
city planning, which
we are celebrating,
to reflect on our
accomplishments
and failures as a
profession.

Daniel Burn-
ham, fresh from
the success of the
World Columbian
Exposition and the
presentation of the
McMillan Plan for
Chicago submitted
his extraordinary
plan for the City of

meting values and
skyrocketing foreclosure rates in a man-
ner that will give equal attention to the
needs of poor, working class, and middle
income homeowners and banking and
insurance sector investors.

® A commitment to rebuilding our
nation’s deteriorating infrastructure in a
manner that improves quality of life, eco-
nomic competitiveness, and expands
living wage employment, especially for
the long-term unemployed.

® A commitment to funding the pre-
school, primary, secondary, and higher
education programs that will enable
young people in America to reach their
full potential while improving our na-
tion’s competitive position.

Chicago
® Harvard University, under the lead-

ership of Dean Sturgis Pray, established
the first formal curriculum in civic design

® Charles Mulford Robinson, a for-
ester turned planner, published one of
the first American text on town and city
planning igniting the City Beautiful move-
ment, and

®  Our organizational forbearers met
in Washington, DC for the First Na-
tional Conference on Congestion and
City Planning

It seems appropriate to initiate this criti-
cal assessment of our historic and con-
temporary planning efforts here in New
Jersey — not because it is arguably our

most urbanized state, but because the
Garden State has been, so frequently, in
the leadership in terms of urban policy-
making and planning:

® Despite the claims of our brothers
and sisters in Lawrence and Lowell — NJ
is the home of the nation’s first planned
industrial city — Paterson, NJ

® Home to the first municipally-
employed city planner when Newark
hired Harlan Bartholomew

®  First unfettered effort to realize in
the US the full promise of Ebenezer
Howard’s Garden City with the design
and construction of Radburn, NJ

® First New Deal era to promote a
healthier, more sustainable, participa-
tory, and just form of community-
building with the establishment of Roo-
sevelt, NJ

®  First state to establish a full-fledged
department of economic, housing, and
community development with Ylvisaker’s
creation of the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs

® Pioneering work in habitat and farm-
land preservation — Pinelands and Green
Acres Program

® Cutting edge legislation to insure
basic housing security for renters
through legislation crafted by NJTO

®  First comprehensive community
development corporations established
by Monsignor Linder in Newark

®  First state to establish affirmative
obligation to contribute to the address-
ing the affordable housing needs of the
state through Mt. Laurel litigation

®  First state to create its own tax
credit to support comprehensive com-
munity revitalization in economically
challenged areas

So, what have been the major accom-
plishments of our profession in its first
100 years?

I.  The establishment of local govern-
ment planning as a key function in
the overwhelming majority of
America’s villages, towns, cities, and
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regions that has led to the elimina-
tion of many of the worst conse-
quences of urbanization, industriali-
zation, and unplanned sprawl.

2. The creation of a vibrant network of
more than seventy graduate plan-
ning schools in the U.S. where re-
search on critical environmental,
economic, and social issues con-
fronting urban communities is being
pursued; the training of the next
generation of planners, policy-
makers, city administrators, and
non-profit executives is proceeding;
and an increasingly wide array of
technical assistance projects are
being carried out to improve the
quality of life in nearby communities
(www.acsp.org).

3. The design, construction, and man-
agement of complex urban infra-
structure systems that permit
Americans to enjoy in relative com-
fort and safety the benefits of urban
living at densities previously unimag-
ined.

4. The development of visionary design
projects, developments, and com-
munities that have encouraged the
adoption of new standards and
models for life-affirming urban com-
munities, such as: Riverside, lllinois,
Sunnyside Gardens, Queens,
Radburn, New Jersey, Greenbelt,
Maryland, Norris, Tennessee, Co-
lumbia, Maryland, Acrosanti, Ari-
zona, and Seaside, Florida.

5. The introduction of key ecological
and sustainability concepts such as:
conurbation, carrying capacity, eco-
logical footprint, Commutersheds,
and Smart Growth into the broader
public discourse regarding “green”
approaches to community-building.

6. The pioneering of new models of
working-family housing through the
creation of a robust national net-
work of community development
corporations, financial intermediar-
ies, land trusts, and community de-
sign centers and the development of
innovative public/private financing
mechanisms including the Low In-
come Housing Tax Credit and His-
toric Preservation Tax Credit Pro-

grams of the IRS and the State of
New Jersey’s recently-enacted
Neighborhood Revitalization State
Tax Credit Program
(www.hcdnnj.org).

7. The implementation of highly par-

ticipatory methods of urban plan-
ning, design, development and gov-
ernance that have, in many cases,
afforded those most deeply affected
by government actions, especially
the poor, significant influence within
local policy-making processes.

8. The awareness of the corrosive

effect that racial, ethnic, religious,
gender, age, and class bias and big-
otry can have on the planning, de-
sign, governance, and the manage-
ment of cities and regions as well as
the healing potential that equity-
promoting policies, plans, and pro-
cedures can exert on the quality of
urban life.

9. The early acceptance of the critical

contribution that diversity within
our profession can make towards
enhancing planning theory and prac-
tice by challenging frequently “taken
for granted” assumptions regarding
the nature of cities, planning, and
citizenship and by introducing im-
portant new ideas generated by
those outside of the dominant cul-
ture.

10. The acceptance of negotiation and
mediation as essential professional
practice skills required to advance
plan making and plan implementa-
tion within increasingly diverse met-
ropolitan regions.

I'l. The establishment of strong national
organizations, such as the American
Planning Association, American In-
stitute of Certified Planners, and the
Association of Collegiate Schools of
Planning, that can effectively articu-
late the contribution inspired plan-
ning can make to successful commu-
nity-building, share evolving princi-
ples of good practice, encourage
cooperative research and technical
assistance efforts, and advocate for
needed local, regional, state, and
national policy change.

12. The use of advanced computer

technologies, especially the World
Wide Web, to provide local citi-
zens, planners, and policy-makers
with improved access to extensive
databases, advanced modeling sys-
tems, and three-dimensional imaging
programs to enhance the quality of
local planning and policy-making.

Notwithstanding this impressive list of
accomplishments, few planners would
argue with the statement that we, as a
profession, have failed, in large part, to
create the kind of just city that those
attending the first National Conference
on City Planning and the Problems of
Congestion in Washington, DC in 1909
hoped we would (Krueckeberg, 1983, p.
82-84). Nor have we succeeded in mov-
ing urban and regional planning into the
ranks of the nation’s most influential
professions such as medicine, law, engi-
neering, and architecture. This fact is
reinforced every time a major news or-
ganization selects representatives from
fields such as economics, law, and archi-
tecture, to discuss critical urban policy
issues that are the major foci of historic
and current planning research and prac-
tice. Why is this true?

As we reflect upon the first one hundred
years of planning scholarship and prac-
tice, there are despite our many stellar
accomplishments a number of things that
we, as a community of scholars and
practitioners, have not accomplished
which has compromised our efforts to
build great communities and cities and
improve the relative standing of our pro-
fession. Among these are:

I.  The development of a popular/non-
partisan base of political support for
our work among a broad cross-
section of community organizations,
business groups, and media repre-
sentatives. While we often articulate
a strong belief in the contributions
that citizen planners can make to
good government, in practice, we
frequently design public planning
processes that offer residents lim-
ited forms of participation. We have
also not invested significant amounts
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of time and money in the training of
citizen planners and pursuit of out-
reach efforts designed to introduce
members of new immigrant commu-
nities, many of who come from
countries without strong democratic
traditions, to the value and practice
of planning. Finally, with the excep-
tion of Kevin Lynch’s Growing Up in
Cities/lUNESCO Project (Lynch,
1976), we have done little to excite
our youth, many of whom are envi-
ronmentally conscious, about avail-
able career and public service op-
portunities within our field.

The profession has frequently re-
sponded in painfully slow and se-
verely limited ways to critical re-
gional and national-scale challenges
for which we clearly possess rele-
vant knowledge, and skills. Within
the past fifteen years, academic and
professional planners, with few nota-
ble exceptions, provided little lead-
ership to the recovery efforts that
took place in response to the Los
Angeles Uprising of 1992, the Upper
Mississippi River Valley Floods of
1993, the World Trade Center at-
tack in 2001, and the Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita levee failures in
2005.

The increasingly visible contradiction
that exists between the planning
profession’s rhetoric advocating
environmental sustainability and jus-
tice and the involvement of large
numbers of professional planners
and planning agencies in the design
of environmentally irresponsible
forms of low-density, auto-
dependent development that is con-
tributing to suburban sprawl, de-
stroying vast acreage of irreplaceable
farmland, and exacerbating the proc-
ess of global warming.

The profession’s lack of interest in
engaging and incorporating into our
field the large group of citizen plan-
ners that have since 1965 estab-
lished more than 3,200 community
development corporations. These
local non-profits have played a piv-
otal role in creating tens of thou-

sands of affordable housing units,
providing credit for thousands of
women and minority-owned small
businesses, and building millions of
square feet of new commercial
space in many of the most economi-

thereby reducing the need for af-
fordable housing groups to engage
in increasingly creative and non-
sustainable housing finance schemes.
Or, we might adopt a more aggres-
sive attitude towards the enforce-

cally distressed
urban communi-
ties (Brophy and
Shabecoff, 2001,
p. 25-42).

A reluctance of
many in our field
to reintroduce
key ideas, con-
cepts, methods,
and techniques of
physical planning,
specifically urban
design, so as to
enhance the

The planning profes-
sion has frequently re-
sponded in painfully
slow and severely lim-
ited ways to critical re-
gional and national-
scale challenges for
which we clearly pos-
sess relevant knowl-
edge, and skills.

ment of the Home
Mortgage Disclosure
and Community Rein-
vestment Acts rather
than spending millions
to improve the house-
hold budgeting and
financial management
skills of poor and
working-class families.
8.  Our unwillingness
to examine, in an un-
flinching manner, the
effects that unexam-
ined racism and white

place-making
knowledge and skills of future plan-
ners by improving the functionality
and appearance while reducing the
negative environmental impacts of
existing and new urban develop-
ments.

Our frequent failure to address cul-
ture within the plans we create for
our nation’s increasingly diverse
metropolitan regions by incorporat-
ing core theories and methods from
such fields as African-American,
Latino-American, Asian American,
Religious, Women’s, Queer, and
Urban Ethnographic Studies into the
curriculum of PAB approved gradu-
ate programs and APA/AICP spon-
sored professional development
programs.

The hesitance of our profession to
pursue redistributive policies that
seek to promote greater equity
within the economy while emphasiz-
ing compensatory social service pro-
grams offered by public agencies,
non-profit organizations, and volun-
tary public/private partnerships that
address the consequences of various
forms of market failure such as envi-
ronmental externalities. For exam-
ple, we might limit mortgage deduc-
tions for the middle class so as to
expand funding for public housing

privilege within the
planning academy and profession has
and is having on contemporary plan-
ning practice. Among the troubling
evidence of our profession’s failure
to seriously address this topic are:

e The very small number of mi-
nority planners who are mem-
bers of APA, AICP or FAICP;

e The lack of minority represen-
tation within the APA Executive
Committee, AICP Governing
Committee, and the ACSP Na-
tional Governing Board;

o The relatively small number of
minority students currently
enrolled in Planning Accredita-
tion Board accredited schools;

e Our collective failure to under-
take a serious and sustained
affirmative recruitment and
minority scholarship initiative in
light of the profession’s lack of
minority representation;

o The failure of the APA and
AICP to support its own Plan-
ning in the Black Community
Division prompting this body to
consider becoming an inde-
pendent professional organiza-
tion;

e The limited degree to which
issues of racial inequality in ur-
ban planning and policy-making
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have been featured in recent
issues of JAPA and JPER;

e The ACSP Governing Board’s
three votes in favor of holding
its Annual Meeting in Charles-
ton in 2005, the target of an
NAACP national boycott based
upon its refusal to abandon the
flying of the Confederate flag on
the grounds of the South Caro-
lina Capitol, despite significant
internal ACSP opposition;

e The ACSP Governing Board’s
rush to embrace national pro-
gram rankings insensitive to the
potential negative impact such a
policy might have on low re-
sourced planning programs at
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) and urban
metro universities which meet
the graduate planning education
needs of a disproportionate
number of minority students
entering our field; and finally

e With the exception of the Uni-
versity of New Orleans and a
handful of graduate planning
schools from outside of the
city, ACSP’s and APA’s anemic
response to the critical planning
and design needs of New Or-
leans and its surrounding par-
ishes.

9. The growing contradiction between
the progress being made internation-
alizing planning curricula and integrat-
ing increasing numbers of interna-
tional scholars and professionals into
our field and the growing number of
communities where planners have
participated in the crafting of anti-
immigrant educational, housing, and
land use policies. Local municipalities
have passed ordinances requiring
individuals to provide proof of citi-
zenship before being allowed to le-
gally rent apartments. Other commu-
nities have amended their zoning or-
dinances to prevent the siting of fa-
cilities that serve as day labor hiring
and/or immigrant worker social ser-
vice centers.

Our collective failure to address these

and other challenges confronting the
planning academy and profession during
our first one hundred years of practice
have undermined our efforts to build the
just city imagined by our field’s founding
fathers and mothers. What factors have
prevented us from displaying the kind of
vision and courage in addressing these
and other barriers to social justice that
Daniel Burnham challenged our profes-
sion to display during its first years
(Hines, 1974, XVII):

Make no small plans. They have no
magic to stir humanity’s blood and
probably themselves will not be real-
ized. Make big plans; aim high in
hope and work, remembering that a
noble, logical plan once recorded will
never die, but long after we are gone
will be a living thing, asserting itself
with ever-growing insistency. Remem-
ber that our sons and daughters are
going to do things that will stagger us.
Let your watchword be order and
your beacon, beauty. Think big.

A number of factors have, in my opinion,
discouraged our field from effectively
addressing these issues.

First, is the long shadow which the fail-
ure of the Federal Urban Renewal Pro-
gram has cast over our profession dis-
couraging planners from offering vision-
ary proposals for urban transformations.
Our profession has too often been satis-
fied to pursue incremental change at the
margins of urban life often through land
use regulation rather than propose sig-
nificant proposals that address the struc-
tural causes of inequality in our society.

Second, the continuing influence on our
profession of the nation’s largest home-
builders, their trade associations, and
real estate and banking allies, who jeal-
ously guard private property rights while
engaging in low-density development
notwithstanding recent science on global
warming and surveys showing growing
consumer interest in new ‘“greener”
housing products.

Third, the profession’s preoccupation

with efforts to enhance its status by
narrowly focusing on licensing, branding,
advertising and ranking strategies while
under investing in public service cam-
paigns that could generate broad-based
citizen interest in and support for plan-
ning by demonstrating our ability to help
residents and their local governments
solve messy social problems.

Fourth, our reluctance to take on
thorny public policy issues related to
race and class for fear that in doing so
we might be required to confront our
profession’s own unexamined racism
including, for those of us of majority
status, white privilege.

Fifth, the strength of centrist positions in
both the republican party that have build
broad bases of political support through
a rhetoric of fiscal conservatism that has
justified significant cuts in domestic pro-
grams that have supported affordable
housing, workforce development, and
compensatory education programs that
have benefited cities.

Sixth, the impact of the global war of
terror which has placed enormous bur-
dens on the federal budget while en-
couraging certain forms of ethnocen-
trism and xenophobia that has led to
increased intolerance and violence to-
wards certain immigrant and cultural
identity groups.

Our profession needs new and inspired
leaders who are prepared to acknowl-
edge and creatively overcome these
barriers that have limited our ability to
engage in practices that would promote
the kind of just cities and regions which
the founders of our profession envi-
sioned. The nation’s graduate planning
schools can increase the number of such
leaders they produce to the extent to
which they embrace Ernest L. Boyer’s
notion of “scholarship of engagement”
which he first presented in his seminal
article “Creating the New American
College” (Boyer, 1994, A48). In this arti-
cle, Boyer argued that higher education
should match its emphasis on the crea-
tion of new knowledge which he refers
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to as the scholarship of discovery, the
synthesis of new ideas which he called
the scholarship of integration, the com-
munication of new knowledge which he
referred to as the scholarship of trans-
mission with a renewed commitment to
the application of new university-
generated knowledge, insights, and
methods to the solution of society’s
thorniest, most intractable, and highly
contentious environmental, economic,
and, social justice issues which he refers
to as the scholarship of engagement.

Boyer’s normative arguments in support
of the scholarship of engagement have
been reinforced in recent years by longi-
tudinal research carried out by Alexan-
der W. Astin (Astin 1995), Janet Eyler
and Dwight E. Giles (Eyler and Giles,
1999) documenting the extent to which
student involvement in service-learning
and public scholarship programs can
deepen their understanding of the causes
and consequences of social inequality,
strengthen their commitment to life-long
engagement in public interest work, en-
hance their organizational knowledge
and skills, and increase their sense of
personal efficacy and agency in confront-
ing serious group, organizational, com-
munity, and societal problems.

One of the most compelling examples of
the transformative power of the scholar-
ship of engagement within recent plan-
ning education is the University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign’s East St. Louis
Action Research Project. While much
has been written about the contribution
this unique community/campus partner-
ship has made to improving conditions
within several of East St. Louis’ poorest
neighborhoods and to enhancing the
learning outcomes of participating stu-
dents, less has been written about the
extent which this program has generated
the kinds of visionary leaders that Patrick
Geddes described as University Militants
who use their university acquired knowl-
edge and skills to advance the coopera-
tive problem-solving, place-making, and
community-building efforts of poor and
working families seeking to make con-

crete improvements in their immediate
environments (Boardman, 1944, p 326).

During the past two decades the East St.
Louis Action Research Project has mobi-
lized more than a dozen architecture,
history, landscape architecture, law, soci-
ology, physics, and urban and regional
planning faculty committed to supporting
resident-led change efforts and providing
transformative professional education
for thousands of UIUC undergraduate
and graduate students through a combi-
nation of field-intensive studios, work-
shop and clinic courses; externally-
funded applied research projects; and
co-curricular volunteer experiences
(Reardon, 1998, p. 323). This program
has succeeded in preparing a new gen-
eration of planning and design profes-
sionals who are undertaking significant
equity planning projects
(www.eslarp.uiuc.edu). Efforts that are
expanding opportunities for poor and
working class families in the communities
where they are working while advocat-
ing public policies designed to promote
more even patterns of metropolitan
development. A quick look at the profes-
sional commitments and accomplish-
ments of five UIUC alumni whose par-
ticipation in the East St. Louis Action
Research Project played a critical role in
their formation as urban planning profes-
sionals underscores the contribution
that service-learning projects such as
ESLARP can make towards nurturing the
kind of inspired and skilled leadership
needed to assist planning in fulfilling its
social justice potential during its second
century of practice.

Rafael Cestero entered the Masters of
Regional Planning Program at the Uni-
versity of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign in
1993 where he quickly became involved
in the East St. Louis Action Research
Project as a Graduate Research Assis-
tant. As an ESLARP Graduate Research
Assistant, Rafael helped co-author the
Winstanley/Industrial Park Neighbor-
hood Improvement Plan and design and
build the lllinois Avenue Playground in-
volving more than one hundred commu-
nity residents and university students in

the process. While at UIUC, Rafael also
played a key role in organizing and plan-
ning the 1995 Planners Network Na-
tional Conference that brought more
than 500 citizen activists, professional
planners, urban scholars, and elected
officials to East St. Louis to discuss issues
related to persistent urban poverty. Fol-
lowing his graduation from UIUC, Rafael
established the Upstate New York Of-
fice of the Enterprise Community Part-
ners in Rochester, NY where he
emerged as an important leader within
the City of Rochester’s nationally recog-
nized, resident-led planning and govern-
ance program called Neighbors Building
Neighborhoods (NBN). While in Roch-
ester, Rafael raised the funds that estab-
lished the Community Development
Collaborative that fostered the forma-
tion of partnerships between commu-
nity-based housing development organi-
zations and university-based technical
assistance center. This network, similar
ESLARP, was responsible for initiating a
series of impressive economic and com-
munity development projects in the
city’s most economically distressed
neighborhoods. Based upon his success
in Rochester, Rafael was appointed the
Director of the New York City Office of
the Enterprise Community Partners
where he worked with the Bloomberg
Administration to craft the City of New
York’s 2010 Housing Plan that seeks to
raises $10 billion for high-quality afford-
able housing projects throughout the
city. Rafael subsequently served as the
Deputy Commissioner for Development
within the NYC Department of Housing
Preservation and Development where
he was responsible for implementing the
Mayor’s housing plan. At HPD, Rafael
played a pivotal role in mediating a po-
tentially explosive confrontation be-
tween real estate developers and non-
profit organizations regarding the rede-
velopment of the Brooklyn waterfront
that resulted in a historic agreement.
The Greenpoint-Williamsburg compro-
mise will increase densities along the
waterfront while insuring that 38% of
newly created housing, some 7,800 units,
will be permanently affordable. In addi-
tion, the public will gain access to the
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waterfront and needed investment in
local schools, libraries, parks, and sub-
way stations will be made. Following his
service with the city, Rafael has recently
returned to the Enterprise Community
Partners as Senior Vice-President re-
sponsible for strategic planning and pub-
lic policy.

Kirk Goodrich also entered the Mas-
ters of Urban and Regional Planning Pro-
gram at the University of lllinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign in 1993 where he too
became involved in the East St. Louis
Action Research Project as a Graduate
Teaching Assistant. Working with Rafael
Cestero and Karna Gerich, Kirk co-
authored the Winstanley/Industry Park
Neighborhood Improvement Plan and
assisted in the planning, design, and con-
struction of the lllinois Avenue Play-
ground. Like Rafael, Kirk played an im-
portant organizing role preparing for the
1995 Planners Network National Con-
ference that took place in East St. Louis.
Upon his graduate from UIUC, Kirk
chose not to accept several well-paying
planning positions that he was offered to
continue his work with residents of the
Winstanley/Industry Park neighborhood
in carrying out key elements of the rede-
velopment plan that he helped them
create. Working with the local faith-
based community Kirk organized, incor-
porated, and secured the funds needed
to establish a full-service community
development corporation in East St.
Louis called the Winstanley/Industry
Park Neighborhood Organization
(WIPNO). As WIPNO’s first Executive
Director, Kirk helped site, design, and
build the East St. Louis Farmers Market,
secured funding to complete the moder-
ate rehabilitation of seven single-family
homes owned by low and moderate
income families, carried out dozens of
open space improvement projects and
developed a summer employment pro-
gram for youth interested in community
planning and design. Following his stellar
service in East St. Louis, Kirk returned
home to New York City where he was
appointed a Managing Director and sub-
sequently a Vice-President of the Enter-
prise Social Equity Fund that operates

one of the nation’s largest and most suc-
cessful Low Income Housing Tax Credit
Programs. As a senior manager for this
affordable housing fund, Kirk has suc-
ceeded in assisting many groups seeking
to build attractive housing that incorpo-
rate critical social services for individuals
with special needs. His success in helping
ex-offender, disability, and HIV AIDS
groups to create needed affordable
housing options that offer critically nutri-
tion, counseling, and employment ser-
vices have inspired other financial inter-
mediaries to undertake similar projects.
Recently, Kirk has provided strategic
planning, land assembly, and housing fi-
nance services to the Allen AM.E. Pres-
ervation and Development Corporation,
headed by former U.S. Congressman and
Congressional Black Caucus Chair, Rev-
erend Floyd Flake, which has developed
hundreds of units of new affordable
housing and dozens of small business
sites that has made a significant contribu-
tion towards “jump starting” the revitali-
zation of Downtown Jamaica, Queens.

Angie Morgan Marks entered the
Masters of Regional Planning Program at
the University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign following a successful career
as an urban affairs reporter for several
daily newspapers in the Chicagoland
area. Angie soon became involved in the
volunteer work weekends organized by
the East St. Louis Action Research Pro-
ject. Working with Patricia Nolan and
Eric Stoller, Angie co-authored the Oli-
vette Park Revitalization Plan that was
funded by the East St. Louis Community
Development Block Grant Program. She
subsequently played a key role in the
development of a strategic plan for the
re-organization of the Katherine
Dunham Center for Arts and Humani-
ties. As part of this effort, Angie helped
organize a successful dance festival/
fundraiser at which several community-
based arts groups and university dance
programs performed seldom seen works
by Miss Dunham. Following Angie’s
graduation from UIUC, she became the
Director of Roseville Neighborhood
Housing Services where she assisted that
organization in completed a number of

single and multi-family housing efforts,
commercial development projects, and
open space improvement initiatives as
part of the Michigan Avenue — Roseland
Initiative (Peterman, 200, p. 136-149).
Angie’s work in Roseville was soon no-
ticed by members of the Daley Admini-
stration which recently hired her to help
them manage their ever-expanding port-
folio of neighborhood revitalization and
affordable housing projects.

Juan Salgado entered the Master of
Regional in 1993 where he became in-
volved in the East St. Louis Action Re-
search Project as a Graduate Research
Association. Working with Rafael Ces-
tero, Kirk Goodrich, and Karna Gerich,
he assisted the residents of the Win-
stanley/Industry Park neighborhood in
creating a comprehensive redevelop-
ment for the community. In addition to
his work on the Winstanley/Industry
Park plan, Juan played an important role
in recruiting East St. Louis church or-
ganizations and youth groups to assist in
the construction of the lllinois Avenue
Playground. Upon his graduation from
UIUC, Juan accepted a position as a
Community Organizer for The Resur-
rection Project serving the Pilsen
neighborhood of Chicago. His work with
this group soon led to an offer to serve
as the Executive Director of the Insti-
tuto del Progresso Latino -- an organiza-
tion committed to the empowerment of
the city’s rapidly expanding immigrant
community. Under Juan’s leadership the
Instituto has played a pivotal role sup-
porting the efforts of immigrant workers
to form unions to secure the benefits of
collective bargaining. In addition to his
work as a union organizer, Juan has as-
sisted the Instituto in establishing one of
Chicago’s most successful charter
schools. As President of the lllinois Coa-
lition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights,
Juan helped organize the nation-wide
protests of Mexican workers fighting for
basic human rights that took place
throughout the US in the spring of 2006.
Juan’s local, regional, and national advo-
cacy efforts in pursuit of fair treatment
for undocumented workers resulted in
his selection by lllinois Governor as Co-
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Chair of the New Americans Policy
Council and subsequently as a national
spokesperson for the delegation of labor,
religious, and human rights leaders who
met with President Bush to discuss a
new immigration bill. On March 26,
2006, Juan was invited to deliver a
speech on the state of immigration rights
and reform in the United States for
President Vicente Fox and other national
leaders in Mexico.

Michelle Whetten entered the Mas-
ters of Regional Planning Program at
UIUC the year following Rafael, Kirk, and
Juan. During her first year in the MRP
Program she volunteered to help with
the construction of the lllinois Avenue
Playground. She also mobilized dozens of
other planning and design students to
complete various of physical improve-
ment projects in East St. Louis as part of
a series of volunteer work weekends. As
a Graduate Research Assistant with the
East St. Louis Action Research Project,

erators. Following her graduation from
UIUC, Michelle became a Community
Planner with the Prince George County
Office of the Neighborhood Design Cen-
ter where she initiated a number of suc-
cessful resident-led community develop-
ment projects. Her work, with Professor
James Cohen of the University of Mary-
land at College Park, in preparing a com-
prehensive redevelopment plan for the
African American suburb of Palmer Park
is viewed by many as “best practice”
case of participatory neighborhood plan-
ning. Following her service in Maryland,
Michelle was hired as a Community Plan-
ner and subsequently as Associate Di-
rector of the New York City Office of
the Enterprise Community Partners
where she assumed responsibility for
helping the NYC Enterprise Office in
shifting their redevelopment approach
from single self-contained building revi-
talization projects to a district approach
that seeks to stabilize and revitalize tar-
geted communities through the simulta-
neous, integrated, and long-term rede-

Michelle served as
one of the key
program planners

Let us hope and pray that

velopment of clus-
ters of buildings in
a manner that gen-

for the 1995 Plan-
ners Network
National Confer-
ence that brought
more than five
hundred citizen
activists, profes-
sional planners,
and academics

the vast intelligence, imagi-
nation, humor and courage
of Americans will not fail us.
Either we learn a new lan-
guage of empathy and com-
passion, or the fire this time
will consume us all.

erates synergistic
benefits. Following
her work in NYC,
Michelle was ap-
pointed Director
of the Enterprise
Community Part-
ner’s Gulf Coast
Office where she is

from throughout

managing a $200

the U.S. and five

foreign countries to East St. Louis to
discuss the theme of “Linking Citizen
Action and Equity Planning”. Michelle’s
research on the decline of East St.
Louis’s retail food system resulted in a
proposal to create a retail-vender, fresh-
food market in East St. Louis. Under Mi-
chelle’s leadership, local residents and
university students devoted more than
40,000 hours of labor to transform a
trash-strewn used car lot into an attrac-
tive public market space. This project
was subsequently featured in the ULI’s
textbook exploring the use of public
markets as economic development gen-

million program to
rebuild local communities while enhanc-
ing the planning and development capaci-
ties of non-profit organizations and local
governments in this storm-ravaged re-
gion.

Each of these young planning profession-
als, who have emerged from UIUC’s East
St. Louis Action Research Project,
ACORN Housing/University Partnership
and similar community/university part-
nership programs initiated by other plan-
ning and design programs are passion-
ately pursuing activities designed to bring
about the just city and region. By intensi-

fying and expanding such scholarship of
engagement projects which appear to
have a unique capacity to nurture plan-
ners and designers with a deep commit-
ment to social justice the planning acad-
emy and profession can, during its sec-
ond century of practice, hasten the arri-
val of the just city and region while also
reinforcing its public policy role. Made
possible by the formation of a new gen-
eration of planning and design leaders
prepared to address the structural barri-
ers to full equality existing in our society,
leadership eloquently described by Cor-
nell West in his seminal 1993 work,
Race Matters.

“We need leaders - neither saints nor
sparkling television personalities —
who can situate themselves within the
larger historical narrative of this
country and our world, who can grasp
the complex dynamics of our people-
hood and imagine a future grounded
in the best of the past, yet who are
attuned to the frightening obstacles
that now perplex us. Our ideals of
freedom, democracy, and equality
must be evoked to invigorate all of us,
especially the landless, property less,
and the luckless. Only a visionary
leadership that can motivate “the
better angels of our nature” as Lin-
coln said, and activate possibilities for
a freer, more efficient, and stable
America - only that leadership de-
serves cultivation and support.”

This new leadership must be
grounded in grassroots organizing
that highlights democratic account-
ability. Whoever our leaders will be as
we approach the twenty-first century,
their challenge will be to help Ameri-
cans determine whether a genuine
multiracial democracy can be created
and sustained in an era of global
economy and a moment of xenopho-
bic frenzy.

Let us hope and pray that the vast
intelligence, imagination, humor and
courage of Americans will not fail us.
Either we learn a new language of
empathy and compassion, or the fire
this time will consume us all.
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Planetizen’s Top 10 Books of 2009

Reprinted with permission from http://www.planetizen.com/books/2009

Planetizen is pleased to release its eighth
annual list of the ten best books in the plan-
ning field. The Planetizen editorial staff based
its 2009 edition list on a number of criteria,
including editorial reviews, sales rankings,
popularity, Planetizen reader nominations,
number of references, recommendations
from experts and the book's potential impact
on the urban planning, development and de-
sign professions.

One particular trend we're seeing is the
growth of "hypertext” books, books that
mimic the feel and content of the web in
their presentation. Hyperborder, The Endless
City and Century of the City all fall into that
category. As e-publishing grows in popularity,
these sorts of hybrids will probably be more
common.

We present our list in alphabetical order, and

are not assigning rank. And now, on to the
list!
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The Endless City

by Ricky Burdett and Deyan Sudjic, Editors
Phaidon, 510 Pages

The great urban shift is examined and illus-
trated in this detailed and dense book. The
Endless City discusses the challenges facing
the urban environment and the global com-
munity in the near future, focusing on six
major world cities: New York, Shanghai,
London, Mexico City, Johannesburg, and
Berlin. Through each and with accompanying
essays from some of the brightest in the field,
the book broadens the debate over globaliza-
tion and growth. By defining the future as an
“urban condition” and presenting options for
approaching this condition, The Endless City
is at once a diagnosis of troubled times and a
prescription for emerging from them.

THE

CONCRETE
DRAGON

CHINA'S URBAN REVOLUTION

AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR THE WORLD

Thomas J. Campaneila

The Concrete Dragon: China's Urban
Revolution And What It Means For The
World

By Thomas ). Campanella

Princeton Architectural Press, 334 pages
Campanella, an urban planning professor at
UNC Chapel Hill, brings us an eye-opening
look at China's ever-expanding urban devel-
opment brought on by Deng Xiaoping's
"economic miracle". Concrete Dragon is full
of staggering statistics, such as the fact that in
2003 alone, China put up 28 billion sq. ft. of
housing- the equivalent of 1/8th of the hous-
ing stock of the entire United States. Cam-
panella compares China's wanton sprawl
almost wistfully to our own destructive his-
tory- Robert Moses has nothing on the Chi-
nese for bulldozing neighborhoods in the
name of progress. Concrete Dragon bites off
a lot (architectural styles, social and cultural
changes, detailed portraits of multiple cities)
and often succeeds in giving us a fascinating
look into a world most of us don't get to see.

A BfHER Way 10 ZoNE

Tew Peiwciples rrure More L irmble Cirier

A Better Way to Zone: Ten Principles
to Create More Livable Cities

By Donald L. Elliott

Island Press, 256 pages

Elliott argues what many of us already now
by now : that by moving away from tradi-
tional, “Euclidean” zoning practices, planners
have the opportunity to lighten up and be
more flexible with what goes where. But

Elliott backs up his argument with eight les-
sons learned from the past, turning them into
strategies for the future. Although zoning is
not an inherently thrilling topic, as the author
himself notes, this title shows how post-
traditional zoning techniques are capable of
reinvigorating even large, mature cities.

WHISES
YOUR
CITY? N

\\ \‘\\"M}

THE MOST IMPORTANT '
DECISION OF YOUR LIFE

RICHARD
FLORIDA

Who'’s Your City?

by Richard Florida

Basic Books, 374 Pages

Almost like a self-help book for that amor-
phous relationship between people and
places, Who's Your City? focuses mainly on
how choosing a place to live is increasingly
one of the most important decisions people
make. Expanding on the themes of his previ-
ous work, Florida shows how certain types
of people are attracted to certain types of
places and that ending up in the right place
has as much to do with personal preferences
as it does with prevailing economic factors
and professional trends. This book should be
read by anyone considering making a move.
More importantly, it should be read by cities
to get them thinking about what it is they do
best, what kind of people they’re attracting,
and whether they want — or need -- to
change.

NNV
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Visioning and Visualization
People, Pixels, and Plans

b o o e

Visioning and Visualization: People,
Pixels, and Plans
by Michael Kwartler and Gianni Longo

(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 19)

Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 94 pages

This book is aptly rife with large, color im-
ages that help convey the authors’ main idea:
visuals are essential to planning with the
community. When aided by the effective use
of visualization tools, public participants are
also more effectively responsive, simply be-
cause the information is straightforward and
manipulatable. Visioning and Visualization is
an excellent guide on how such potential can
be attained through current technologies.

__Form-Based Codes

23

A Guide for Pianners, Urban Designers,
Municipalities, and Developers

Daiel G Parolek, AUA. + Katen Parodek » Faud C. Crawhord, FCP.
Herrmeds by ik o Jpbet smd innes Pymides

Form-Based Codes: A Guide for Plan-
ners, Urban Designers, Municipalities,
and Developers

By Daniel G. Parolek, Karen Parolek, and
Paul C. Crawford, FAICP

Wiley, 332 pages

Measured and thoughtful, Form-Based Codes
is an intelligent how-to. Like a good text-
book, the thoughts build one upon the other
until you can see the clarity and wisdom of
shedding your city’s zoning and moving to an
enlightened future based on form rather than
use. Pictures and charts are plentiful, and
case studies build the impression that form-
based codes aren’t some wacky new theory,
but the continuing expression of solid princi-
ples of urban design.

Century of the City
by Neal R. Peirce and Curtis W. Johnson
with Farley M. Peters

The Rockefeller Foundation, 447 Pages

This book is an impassioned call for action.
Vibrant with images and littered with side-
bars, Century of the City is magazine-
readable but book-intelligent. It’s the result
of a month-long colloquy hosted by the
Rockefeller Foundation to identify and strate-
gize on the challenges faced by rapidly urban-
izing 2 Ist century cities. The focus is on tak-
ing multidisciplinary approaches to the issues
faced by cities, from the underserved slums
of India to the most bustling economic pow-
erhouses of the new China. Readers will
come away convinced that even the most
inefficient cities are incredibly important to
the livelihood of both local citizens and global
citizens, and that making them better is truly
an international imperative.

Hyperborder: The Contemporary U.S.-
Mexico Border and Its Future

by Fernando Romero/LAR

Princeton Architectural Press, 320 pages
Hyperborder—titled after the plethora of
hyperactivities that occur daily along the
U.S.-Mexican border—is a comprehensive
look at such activities’ effects in the global
context. Striking images and graphics portray
the grim reality of the two nations’ lopsided
interactions, but Romero’s message is alto-
gether an optimistic one. Each chapter is
headed with a pseudo-headline dated in the
future, which collectively evolve into a best-
case scenario in which both nations are even-
tually autonomous and cooperative.

Hungry City

By Carolyn Steel

Chatto & Windus, 383 Pages

In reality, food policy is pretty simple: people
gotta eat. With fewer people farming, the
food we eat often comes from far away, and
this is especially true in urban areas. The
connection between food production, urban
development and land use is unavoidable.
Hungry City closely examines this connection
and lays out exactly how our food gets from
where it’s grown (or made or engineered) to
where we eat it. The book emphasizes why
this division between us and our food is a
problem, primarily, of an under-nourished
relationship between food and cities. Steel
cogently argues that if we want to create
sustainable cities for the future, we’ll need to
think harder about meeting our food needs
closer to home.

TRAFFIC

WHY WE DRIVE THE WAY WE DO

fandWhak & Says Maaet k1

TOM YANDERBILT

Trafficc Why We Drive The Way We
Do, And What It Says About Us

By Tom Vanderbilt

Knopf, 416 pages

The influence of Malcolm Gladwell continues
to spread, and thankfully the result is great
reads like Traffic. While transportation engi-
neers may cringe, this engaging, populist look
at driving behavior and transportation plan-
ning is just the ticket for those of us who are
flummoxed by latent demand and the Braess
Paradox. Vanderbilt uses interviews and his
own curiosity to explain how the Dutch have
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made streets safer by removing traffic con- these essays offer long-term strategies, ideas, opportunity. What it lacks in excitement it
trols, and how the City of LA makes sure the and best of all, hope, to ensure that the sus- more than makes up for in substance.
limos of the stars arrive on time to hit the tainable city will soon be more than just a
red carpet at the Oscars. hypothetical.
MOBILITY FIRST
-

Other Noteworthy Titles

Mobility First: A New Vision For Trans-
portation In A Globally Competitive
Twenty-First Century

Retooling for Growth: Building a 21st By Sam Staley and Adrian Moore

S . Century Economy in America's Older Rowman & Littlefield, 224 pages
Growing Greener Cities: Urban Sus- Industrial Areas While many planners may grumble, Sam Sta-
tainability in the Twenty-First Century By Richard M. MacGahey and Jennifer S. Vey ley makes an impassioned argument for the
By Eugenie L. Birch and Susan M. Wachter Brookings Institution Press, 437 pages need for mobility for “rubber-tire” transpor-
University of Pennsylvania Press, 416 pages This book deserves to be recognized mainly tation in cities to maintain economic viability.
Co-editors Birch and Wachter are also co- for the influence that the policies it outlines He argues that three-dimensional engineering
directors of the Penn Institute for Urban are having on the Obama administration. The  solutions can fix congestion problems by
Research, and their expertise can be found concept of "innovation clusters” is a major ducking over or under choke points, that the
within the pages of this essay compilation. part of the team's urban policy agenda, and is move towards toll roads is not a bad thing,
Some essays suggest methods that revolve the central conclusion of Retooling for and that (gasp) transit has its place when
around the simple, yet hard (mimicking New Growth. The collection of essays present a done correctly. In today’s climate, the trans-
York City’s public transportation system, number of solid ideas for revitalizing cities portation engineer has often been relegated
implementing regional scale changes) while like Pittsburg, Detroit, and Cleveland, places to a back seat. Staley makes a strong argu-
others just require that one encouraging with solid infrastructures that have withered ment to move them up front.

nudge (urban farming, green roofs). Together for decades because of lack of economic
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