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A Tribute to a  
Planning Advocate... 

  
-­‐   

  
On December 16th, Dianne Brake an-
nounced that she would be stepping 
down as President of PlanSmart NJ after 
25 years of service.  This decision came 

more time with her family in California 
and she has now taken on the role of 
Senior Policy Advisor to the organiza-
tion. 
 
I met Dianne back in August shortly af-
ter coming in as the new APA-NJ Execu-
tive Director.  I was looking through the 
PlanSmart NJ website about their annual 
dinner and found a broken link  so I 
gave them a buzz and Dianne picked up.  
Shortly after introducing myself, she sug-
gested we get together for lunch. 
 
Meeting Dianne for the first time was a 
great pleasure - mainly because she ex-
udes a passion for her work.  People like 
this are very contagious because they 

to Dianne speak about planning and the 

made me a fan of hers from the get go. 
 

moment to highlight some of the work 
she has done over the years and recog-
nize her many accomplishments as a 
planning advocate. 
 
Along with being the President of 
PlanSmart NJ, Dianne has served as a 
land use advisor to numerous businesses, 
civic groups and governmental agencies, 
and has worked with municipal, county 
and state officials to implement land use 
reform.   
 
She is a founding member of a number of 
coalitions, including the NJ Regional Coa-
lition, a faith-based group which pro-
motes racial and economic integration.   
 
In 2004, Dianne created the Smart 
Growth Economy Project, a statewide 
assessment of economic engines driving 
growth in NJ.  She also served as a pro-
ject manager for developing training ma-
terials and developed a handbook funded 
by NJ Transit to teach public officials the 
appropriate application of the Transit 
Score in planning programs.   Her trans-
portation experience also extends to 
serving on the consultant team that pro-
duced the Route 1 Growth Strategy. 

 
Dianne has also been instrumental in 

mental protection including editing 

Through Land Use Planning: Opportuni-

project principal on a number of other 

 
 

advance sound planning principles has 
made a lasting impact - - which is proba-
bly why the NJ Chapter of the American 
Planning Association awarded her with 

2005. 
 

to read a reprint (see page 24 of this 
newsletter) 

PlanSmart NJ Resource Book distributed 
at their 42nd Annual Dinner.  
 
Dianne, on behalf of all of us at NJ Chap-
ter of the American Planning Association 
 

 

  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO DIANNE BRAKE 



By Rebecca M. Hersh, AICP/PP 
 
It has been a very active few months for 

ning-related legislation and other various 
proposals being bandied about. We have 
been kept busy publically advocating for 
both the planning profession and for 
ways that our state can make the plan-
ning environment smarter, more sustain-
able, and more streamlined.  
 

 
Conditional Veto of S1 
 
On January 24th Governor Chris Chris-
tie conditionally vetoed Senate bill 1 
(SCS 1R). Not solely because APA-NJ 
opposed the original passing of S1 and its 
companion bill A3447, but because the 
bill is flawed beyond repair. In our letter, 
we urge the legislature not to take ac-
tion on the conditional veto and have 
expressed our concerns that New Jersey 
cannot move forward successfully in a 
competitive market for economic 
growth without fully integrating a sound 
housing policy, along with transporta-

tion, education and environmental poli-
cies, into a long range state plan for sus-
tainability and prosperity. The issues are 
far too important to the well being of 
the state as a whole to pass legislation 
that is rife with so many unintended con-
sequences. Neither the bill passed by the 

tional veto consider this integration. In 
its current form, this legislation would 
best be left to simply expire without 
further legislative action. 
 
A careful, measured, and analytical ap-
proach is necessary to produce legisla-

unique framework that is the result of a 
state constitutional obligation to provide 
realistic opportunities for affordable 
housing. The approach must give full 
consideration to the housing needs of 
the population, initiatives that create 
permanent jobs, smart and sustainable 
economic growth and full integration of 
policies that will add value to our state. 
 
Read the full letter here.   
 

S2433/A3272, Allowing Mu-
nicipalities to Reexamine Mu-
nicipal Master Plans Every 10 
Years 
 
On January 20, APA-NJ sent a letter to 
the Senate Community and Urban Af-
fairs Committee commenting on a bill, 
S2433, which would allow municipalities 
to reexamine their master plans every 
ten years (the requirement had previ-
ously been six years). We expressed 
support for the fact that the bill reflect-
ed the amended version that passed in 
the Assembly, specifically that the provi-

from the master plan reexamination 
process was removed from the bill. 
However, we expressed other concerns 
with the bill. Simply extending the time 
period for municipalities to complete a 
master plan reexamination might appear 
to provide a short-term financial impact 
to towns, but we feel that if there is 
nothing to compel municipalities to up-
date their master plan, based on the 
results of the reexamination report, into 
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a comprehensive road map for future 
growth, the effects can have significant 
consequences for smart growth in our 
towns. We provided detailed recom-
mendation for changes to the language in 
the legislation that would result in mas-
ter plans that are better equipped to 
protect and improve quality of life: 
 

(f) The extent to which Section 76 
of P.L.1975, c.291 (C.40:55D-28; 2-
4, and 9) the land use, housing, cir-
culation, and economic development 
elements, work together to create 
well-designed land development 
patterns that coordinate and lever-
age investment in jobs and housing 
with local and regional transporta-
tion capital investments, both exist-
ing and proposed and inclusive of all 
modes of transportation, particular-
ly pedestrian and bicycle. If such 
data is absent from the municipali-
ty's master plan, the report shall 
make recommendations for their 
inclusion within two years. 
 
(g) The extent to which the Master 
Plan's demographic and socioeco-
nomic profile is consistent with cur-
rent conditions based upon the lat-
est census data. Should such a com-
parison yield a difference of twenty 
percent (20%), lesser or greater, an 
updated master plan will be re-
quired within two (2) years of the 
finding. 
 
(h) The extent to which the Master 
Plan is consistent with the most 
recently adopted State Plan as 
adopted by the State Planning Com-
mission.  

 
Read the full letter here.   
 
 
S6/S1914 and A2853, Stream-
lining the Process for State 
and Local Agency Business 
Permits Related to Economic 
Development Projects  
 

   On January 7, APA-NJ sent a memo to 
the Senate and Assembly sponsors of 
these bills, noting that historically, eco-
nomic development just for the sake of 
growth has been a huge driver of sprawl 
in this state, and that any effort to codify 
these responsibilities in legislation must 
consider land use concepts such as site 
suitability, infrastructure capacity, and 
context sensitive design. We urged that 
the state take a long range view, long 
after initial project job creation, and rec-
ognize the importance of proper plan-
ning and its impact on future needs in 
housing and transportation. With the 
State Plan now under the purview of the 
Secretary of State, we urged that a rep-
resentative from that office have a seat 
at the table, if not a formal oversight 
role, to ensure that there is someone 
involved who can provide a comprehen-
sive planning perspective to the project 
and permit review process. Specifically, 
we requested that Section 4 of the legis-
lation be amended to include: 
 

e. Coordinating with the Office of 
Planning Advocacy to provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the land 
use impacts, infrastructure require-
ments, and project design improve-
ments that would  be necessary to 
make the project consistent with the 
State Development and Redevelop-
ment  Plan and sound land use plan-
ning principles. 

 
Read the full memo here.    
 
 
Joint Letter with New Jersey 
Future, Regional Plan Associ-
ation, and PlanSmart NJ on 
the Highlands Commission 
 
In December, we partnered with our 
colleague organizations, New Jersey Fu-
ture, the Regional Plan Association, and 
PlanSmart NJ, on a letter to the Gover-
nor urging him to carefully consider his 
appointments to the Highlands Commis-
sion. We urged him to re-propose a full 
slate of nominees to the Highlands 
Council that meets the intent, spirit, and 

legal requirements of the Highlands Act.  
 
Read the full letter here. 
 
 
Letter to Sponsors of A3447, 
which Reforms Affordable 
Housing Procedures and 
Abolishes COAH 
 
In November, APA-NJ appeared before 
the Assembly Housing and Local Govern-
ment Committee to highlight our con-
cerns regarding A3447, and we also pro-
vided additional remarks as a letter to 

opposition to the bill based on the fol-
lowing findings:  
 

The bill fails to address the Mt. Lau-
rel rulings 
The bill lacks an independent housing 
need calculation 
The bill contains numerous loop-
holes  
The bill has no impact on exclusion-
ary zoning practices 

 
Read the full letter here.  

 
Call for  

Volunteers 
 

APA-NJ is always looking 
for interested and dedi-

cated members to partic-
ipate in our committees 
and volunteer to advance 

planning in our state. If 
you want to get more in-

volved, visit: 
 

 www.njplanning.org/
volunteer.html 

http://www.njapa.org/documents/Position%20Statements/S2433_012011.pdf
http://www.njapa.org/documents/Position%20Statements/APANJ_MEMO_S6_S1914_A2853_Final.pdf
http://www.njapa.org/documents/Position%20Statements/Highlands_Letter_Governor_12152010_Final.pdf
http://www.njapa.org/documents/Position%20Statements/APANJ_Statement_A3447_112910.pdf
http://www.njapa.org/volunteer.html
http://www.njapa.org/volunteer.html
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The American Planning Association leads an 
initiative of the Energy and Climate Partner-
ship of the Americas to mobilize support for 
urban planning as a means of addressing 
climate change and energy consump-
tion.  Under this collaborative program, APA 
will provide a series of component activities, 
educational, policy, and case examples that 
are designed to build a platform and foun-
dation for improving long term access to 
planning expertise and technical assistance 
in Latin America and the Caribbean by im-
proving institutional capacity. This reprinted 
article, from http://ecpaplanning.org/, is a 
feature on this initiative.  
 
By Brett Roeth 
 
Planners are uniquely positioned to im-

my President Obama outlined in his 
State of the Union address. Cities across 
the globe  from Barcelona to Curitiba 
to Seattle  have demonstrated the eco-
nomic power of sustainable urban devel-
opment. By creating walkable neighbor-
hoods networked by energy-efficient 
infrastructure, planners can create envi-
ronments that encourage innovation and 
create jobs.  
  

address was naturally focused on eco-
nomic growth. And while he skirted the 

marks demonstrated that his Administra-
tion has set a vision to leverage sustaina-
ble technology and renewable energy as 
the backbone of the American economy 
in the twenty-first century. What was 
not immediately apparent in his speech, 
however, was the fact that cities  and 
those who plan and design them  will 
play a crucial role in this new economy. 
As we transition from a consumption-
based, carbon-intensive economy to one 
built upon sustainable production, ener-
gy independence, and resource conser-
vation, planners are uniquely positioned 
to spur economic growth by planning, 
designing, and building sustainable cities. 
 
Cities have always been centers of cul-
ture, commerce, and innovation. At the 

Katz, Vice President and Director of the 
Metropolitan Policy Program at the 
Brookings institution emphasized the 
importance of metropolises in the new 

already generate more than three-
quarters of our gross domestic prod-

metropolitan areas that after decades of 
growth take up only twelve percent of 

our land mass, but harbor two-thirds of 
our population and generate seventy-five 
percent of our gross domestic prod-

     
 

new global economy has been hindered 
by decades of federal policies that incen-
tivized exurban sprawl, low-density de-
velopment, and fossil fuel dependence. 
These policies have bankrupted state 
and municipal governments and have left 
many of our cities in various states of 
disrepair. According to research by 
Brookings, nearly all of the top thirty 
urban economic centers are located in 
Asia and Latin America, and nearly all of 
the thirty worst performers are in Eu-
rope and the United States.[2]    
 
Other nations including Brazil, Germany, 
Spain, India, and China, have realized the 
impressive economic potential of renew-
able energy and have made investments 
in new infrastructure and technology. 
These investments have reduced carbon 
emissions, created jobs, and positioned 
these countries to capitalize on the 
growing global demand for renewable 
energy. China  as a result of significant 
government investments in 2008 and 
2009  
most producer of solar panels and the 
second-largest producer of wind tur-
bines, a fact that President Obama refer-
enced in his address. And in Germany, 

-
emissions have germinated a $30-billion 
renewable energy industry supporting 
300,000 jobs in the span of a few years.
[3]    
 
While the American economy  and 
American cities  may have fallen behind 
other nations, success stories from cities 
across the globe provide proven exam-
ples of how investment in sustainable 
infrastructure and renewable energy 
yield economic growth. For example, 
Torino-based car manufacturer Fiat has 
somewhat recovered from tremendous 
losses in recent decades by producing 
the Fiat 500, which has the lowest car-
bon emissions of any car in its class. Ad-
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Sustainable Cities as Economic Engines 
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Old World Charm and Old Town Planning 
Persist in Portugal 

By Stephen D. Marks, PP, AICP, LEED-GA 
Hudson County Division of Planning 
 
I recently had a chance to visit Portugal 
and spent some time on a farm and in a 
medium size agricultural town away 
from most tourist areas in the north 
near the border with Spain.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity to get away from 
the hustle and bustle that dominates my 
life in northern New Jersey.  It also gave 
me the chance to get back to nature and 
appreciate many things that make a sim-
ple life very enjoyable and rewarding. 
 
For purposes of background and com-
parison, Portugal is on the Iberian Penin-
sula along with its neighbor Spain and 
bounded to the west by the Atlantic 
Ocean.  Portugal is approximately 
35,645 square miles, roughly the size of 
the State of Maine.  According to 2010 
estimates, Portugal has a population of 
11,317,192 which is about the size of the 
State of Ohio.  The population density of 
Portugal is 295 people per square mile 
which makes it similar to the State of 
Florida.  Finally, Portugal is a coastal na-
tion with 1,114 miles of coastline similar 
to the State of New Jersey. 
 
My in-laws recently retired from their 

jobs in New Jersey 
and plan to spend 
several months 
each year on their 
ancestral farm in 
the Portuguese 
town of Arcos de 
Valdevez.  The 
town is a 172 
square mile river 
valley between 
two mountain 
ranges.  It has a 
population of over 
24,466 residents 
spread out among 
51 parishes.  While 
it is a predominant-
ly rural community, 
it has a strong and vibrant town center 
(villa) with markets, stores, offices, res-
taurants, industry, hotels, churches and 
entertainment.     
 
My in-
of which is forested with eucalyptus and 
pine trees.  The other 20 acres are 
mostly corn fields and grape vines.  They 
have a large garden where they grow 
carrots, tomatoes, onions, garlic, collard 
greens and other vegetables.  They also 
have a number of fruit trees and grow 

apples, oranges, 
lemons, limes 
and marmles 
(quince).  They 
have chickens 
for eggs and 
barter with their 
neighbors for 
milk, butter and 
bread.  There is 
a small general 
store down the 
road which dou-
bles as both a 
post-office and 
café.  The center 
of town (the 
villa) is about a 
half hour by car 
on ancient 
roads which 

meander around neighboring farms and 
over Roman-era stone bridges.   
 
While on the farm I tried to help out the 
best that I could.  However, the ways of 
the farm were pretty foreign to a kid 
from the suburbs of New Jersey.  The 
most I ever did back home was cut grass 
and rake leaves.  I woke up with the 
roosters before dawn (no need for an 
alarm clock) and worked through sunset 
around 9 p.m. in the evening with a 
healthy siesta in the afternoon.  The 
farmhouse did not have satellite televi-
sion so my evening television choices 
were limited to channel two and channel 

ditioning either.  Needless to say we 
spent a lot of time outside talking to 
friends and neighbors, playing games and 
observing the beautiful night sky.  A lack 
of house lights and street lights (i.e. light 
pollution) made the milky way seem light 
a brilliant tapestry of light.  We even 
spied satellites in orbit and dozens of 
shooting stars, which we would never 
see back home. 
 
Both on the farm and in my travels, I 
took copious notes and a robust photo 
log of everything I encountered.  As Yogi 

  

Sunset over the mountains and terraced 
farms of Arcos de Valdevez, Portugal 

UNESCO World heritage site  
of Batalha Monastery 
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2010 Annual Planning Conference Roundup 
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APA-NJ, in conjunction with the 
Bloustein School of Planning and Public 
Policy, was delighted again to co-host 
the New Jersey Annual Planning Confer-
ence in New Brunswick last November.  
 
Our 2010 conference offered a combina-
tion of 25 workshops and sessions that 
explored innovative strategies and tech-
niques to plan and build a better New 
Jersey.  Conference attendees engaged in 
an exciting program of workshops and 
sessions, as well as networking opportu-
nities during APA-
awards dinner and our Friday night net-
working reception and book signing.   
 
The conference attracted over 500 at-
tendees over the two days, and was an 
enriching event for participants.  Thank 
you to all who attended and contributed 

a success.  APA-NJ would also like to 
thank our keynote speaker, Jeff Speck.   
 
We would also like to again congratulate 
the recipients of the 2010 NJ Planning 
Awards.  These awards honor planning 
initiatives, built projects, individuals and 

organizations that are in the forefront of 
planning and design in New Jersey.   
 
The 2010 honorees include: 
 
Smart Growth Award 
Madison Avenue Commuter Rail Corri-
dor Study, Passaic County Planning Board 
 
Outstanding Plan Award 
City of Burlington 2010 Master Plan, City 
of Burlington, Environmental Resolutions, 
Inc., Alberto & Associates  Architecture & 
Planning and Burlington County 
 
Outstanding Community Engagement 
or Education Award 
Green Buildings and Environmental Sus-
tainability Plan, Township of Woodbridge 
Department of Planning and Development 
 
Outstanding Student Project Award 

West Side, The Bloustein School of Plan-
ning & Public Policy at Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey 
 

Budd Chavooshian Award for Out-
standing Professional Planner 
Brent Barnes, PP, AICP 
 
Distinguished Civic Leadership Award 
Association of New Jersey Environmental 
Commissions (ANJEC) 
 

Environmental Achievement  
Pinelands Preservation Alliance (PPA) 
 
APA-NJ Distinguished Young Planner 
Award  
Leah Furey, PP, AICP 
 
This two-day event proved again to be 

land use planning professionals, private 
practitioners, issue advocates and citizens 
interested in maintaining and improving a 
high quality of life for the residents of our 
great state.  
 
Thank you to everyone who came to this 

seeing you next year!  
 
Lorissa Whitaker, PP, AICP 
Vice President of Conference Services  

4Ward  Planning Eden  Gourmet Janine  Bauer
The  RBA  Group HMFA Parsons  Brinckerhoff
Genova  Burns BFJ  Planning NJRA

NJTPA PlanSmartNJ NJ  Future
USGBC Triad  Associates Consolidated  Dairies

Wilentz,  Goldman  &  Spitzer Clark  Caton  Hintz Greenbaum,  Rowe,  Smith  &  Davis  LLP
McManimon  &  Scotland,  LLC United  Forms  Finishing The  Metro  Company,  LLC

DVRPC Maraziti,  Falcon  &  Healey,  LLP Heyer,  Gruel  and  Associates
Howard/Stein-­‐Hudson  Associates Alberto  and  Associates Community  Investment  Strategies

Phillips  Preiss  Grygiel,  LLC Fitzgerald  &  Halliday,  Inc. Group  Melvin  Design
CWL  Planning  LLC Maser  Consulting Eric  Snyder

Coppola  &  Coppola  Associates Integra Mercer  Planning  Associates
NJ  Smart  Growth  Alliance

-­‐   
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2010 Conference Photos 
 

Our conference photos are online! Take a look: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/njplanning/sets/72157625332852428/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/njplanning/sets/72157625332852428/
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December  
Community Planning 
Webinar 
 
On December 3, APA- NJ organized a 
nationwide webinar to discuss ways to 
strengthen the support that planners can 
give to the hundreds of community-
based organizations (CBOs) throughout 
New Jersey.  There were four panelists; 
three people who work for CBOs, Di-
ane Sterner from the Housing and Com-
munity Development Network of New 
Jersey, Alle Ries from La Casa de Don 
Pedro in Newark, and Marty Johnson 
from Isles in Trenton, and one private 
consultant, Stu Bressler, who provides 
consulting support for CBOs. Close to 
400 people from throughout the US 
listened and asked questions via the in-
ternet about these organizations and the 
ways that planners can help them. The 
90 minute webinar was approved for 1.5 
AICP CM credits. 
 
Topics ranged from the need for more 
comprehensive planning at the neighbor-
hood level, especially for those areas 
that lack municipal planning support, the 
need for plans to address housing, safety 
economic development, urban design 
and transportation, and the need for a 
stronger partnership between CBOs and 
APA. Some highlights include; Marty 

open mind when working with CBOs,  
listening to their needs rather than hav-

tion of the ongoing planning process at 
La Casa de Don Pedro, and the need to 
continually update their area plan, Di-

municipalities to develop the expertise 
needed to support CBOs and the need 

for legislation giving teeth to neighbor-
hood-based plans in the municipal plan-

work for CBOs in Trenton and Eliza-
beth. The presentations and transcript 
for the webinar are available at 
www.utah-apa.org/pastwebcasts.htm. 
 
In direct response to the need for this 
type of planning support, APA- NJ has 
just created its Community Planning 
Partnership Committee. This committee 

ties, and other groups to create plans to 
address specific problems. The commit-
tee will bring together planners, APA 
members and others,  to work with se-
lect groups to address very specific 
problems, all within a few days.  Initially 

ported by pro bono work from planners; 
however, eventually funds could be 
raised to support this work. For more 
information about this committee con-
tact Tom Schulze at tomschul-
ze@aol.com, or 973 491 8912.  
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Chapter Updates 
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Certification Mainte-
nance Information 
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Important Dates to Remember 

http://www.planning.org/certification
http://www.planning.org/certification
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/plan/
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/plan/
http://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/lcweb.htm
mailto:AICPexam@planning.org
mailto:AICPexam@planning.org
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PP/AICP EXAM prep 
Spring 2011 
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http://www.planning.org/certification/index.htm
http://www.planning.org/certification/index.htm
http://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/index.htm
http://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/index.htm
http://www.planningprep.com/
http://www.planetizen.com/courses/aicp
http://knowlton.osu.edu/ped/aicp.htm
http://knowlton.osu.edu/ped/aicp.htm
http://www.datachemsoftware.com/lpprep.htm
http://www.prometric.com/
http://www.chauncey.com/
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/plan/
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/plan/
http://www.lasergrade.com/
http://www.pcshq.com/
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How to Earn CM Credits 
 
This chart details the latest information on how AICP members can earn CM credits. Please read through this information careful-
ly, as important details related to current credit options have been added or edited. 
 
This list does not represent the types of activities that are eligible for CM credit (e.g. workshops, lectures, online courses, etc.), but 
rather the mechanism by which AICP members may earn CM credits.  

Ways to earn CM credits   Eligibility   Credit details   How to log these credits  

By attending an activity that is 
registered for CM credit by 
the educational provider  

CM criteria for approval.  

credits for activities that oc-
curred since April 14, 2007.  

Members will receive CM credits 
for the duration of the activity.  

Members may continue to log 
credits into their personal CM 
log.  

By speaking / instructing at an 
activity that is registered for 
CM credit by the educational 
provider.  

CM criteria for approval. 
AICP members may report 
credits for activities that oc-
curred since April 14, 2007.  

once for the same presentation 
or instruction.  

Members will receive CM credits 
for the duration of the activity 
plus 1 hour (CM) for preparation, 
regardless of activity length (e.g. 
speaking at a 4-hour workshop = 
5 CM credits).  

Members are able to log these 
credits electronically. This new 
feature will be added in the 
first half of 2009. Please con-
tinue to keep a manual record 
in the interim.  
To claim credits from a regis-
tered activity, using the online 
calendar find and select the 
activity and answer all required 
fields within the pop-up box.  

By self-reporting attendance or 
speaking / instructing at an 
activity that is not registered 
for CM credit by the provider 
but meets CM criteria and is 
approved by APA staff.  

CM criteria for approval. See 
details about CM criteria on the 
self-reporting information page.  

credits for activities that oc-
curred since April 14, 2007.  

not eligible for self-reporting.  

-report up to 
8 CM credits per two-year re-
porting period.  

cally be added to a member's log, 
CM staff may contact you to pro-
vided further documentation.  

Members are able to log these 
credits electronically from the 
CM activities calendar by click-
ing on the "speaker toggle" and 
following the provided instruc-
tions.  

By authoring an article  

related.  
-

blind peer-reviewed article.  

ber start dates and claiming 
credits on the authoring infor-
mation page.  

credits per article, regardless of 
length.  

credits per two-year reporting 
period.  

log, CM staff may contact you to 
provided further documentation.  

These credits are claimed elec-
tronically by filling out and sub-
mitting an online form that is 
accessed from the CM mem-
ber log.  

http://www.planning.org/cm/log/selfreport.htm
http://www.planning.org/cm/log/author.htm
http://www.planning.org/cm/log/author.htm
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Welcome to Our New 
Board Members! 
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rain of northern Portugal is a covered by 
a patchwork of farms ranging in size 
from less than an acre to a couple hun-
dred acres.  From casual conversation, I 
heard that there were handsome farming 
subsidies for fulltime residents who 
agreed to plant crops or raise cattle.  
There were also strict zoning and agri-
cultural preservation laws which limit 
the number of new homes and subdivi-
sions.  The policy seems to be success-
ful, however, one of the unintended con-
sequences of this policy is that younger 
generations often abandon their family 
farms for better paying jobs and an easi-
er life in the city.   
 
Although the countryside has been 
farmed for over a thousand years, I was 
struck by the apparent lack of infrastruc-
ture.  Houses dot the countryside and 
dirt roads are only now beginning to be 
replaced with paved ones (courtesy of 
European Union development funds).  
Narrow Roman bridges are also being 
replaced with modern steel and con-
crete.  Many farms in the region still 
draw their drinking and irrigation water 
from un-piped mountain springs which 

  

they capture in 
above-ground 
granite tanks.  
Water rights 
and the illicit 
diversion of 
water remain a 
controversial 
and divisive is-
sue for the 
community.  I 
was shocked to 
learn that many 
houses in the 
rural fringe have 
septic fields (i.e. 
untreated sani-
tary sewage is 
allowed to 
drain by gravity 
to a discreet 
place on each 
farm); septic 

tanks are only beginning to be used for 
new houses.  It appears that northern 
Portugal skipped a whole generation of 
utility investment.  While electrical lines 
crisscross the countryside, most homes 
use natural gas delivered in steel canis-
ters.  Telephone service was relatively 

uncommon until recently when most 
people got cell phone service.  The result 
of all of this delayed development is that 
the local environment is still relatively 
pristine and undeveloped.  In fact, the 
local river (Rio Vez) which bisects the 
town was cited by the European Union as 
one of the cleanest rivers in all of Europe. 
 
During our stay we took many day trips 
to local cities and attractions.  As both a 
planner and history buff I was drawn to 

We visited the Town of Guimaraes 
which was formed in the year 868 and is 
best known as the birthplace of Portugal 
after it gained independence from the 
kingdom of Leon.  The town is renowned 
for its medieval architecture and urban 
design.  We visited the historic district of 
Porto, the second largest city and 
strolled along its beautiful working water-
front.  We ate an unbelievably good sea-
food meal and toured several wine cellars 
where port wine is stored and bottled.  
Next, we visited the Batalha Monastery 
in the center of Portugal near Fatima.  
Batalha is a wonder of ornate gothic ar-
chitecture and center of history.  Begun 
in 1386 and completed in 1517, the mon-

Trolley service in Lisbon, Portugal 

Historic port wine boats on the Douro River in the 
city of Porto, Portugal 

...Old World Planning in Portugal 
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astery is the burial place for many kings 
and royalty, including Prince Henry the 

capital of Lisbon which is one of the old-
est cities in Europe.  We marveled at 
mix of ancient and modern architecture, 
broad boulevards and narrow cobble-
stone streets, fountains and statues of 
historic figures and thoroughly enjoyed 
the variety of shops and restaurants.   
 
My favorite thing in Lisbon was riding 
the historic working cable cars.  The 
center of Lisbon was built many hun-
dreds of years ago.  Nearly all of its mul-
ti-story buildings have retail on the 
ground level and residential dwelling 
units on the above three to five floors.  
Most buildings have very little setback 
from the narrow cobblestone streets.  
Sidewalks were an afterthought.  Most 
trolleys were constructed on existing 
city streets without adding any right-of-
way.  The result is a transit system with 
many single tracks and bypasses where 
two trolleys can barely pass each other.  
In fact, the trolleys pass so close to 
buildings that you can actually see where 
the facades have been scraped.  The 
trolleys also pass so close to sidewalk 
cafes that a rider could actually overhear 
a passing conversation.  Some of the 
streets in Lisbon are so steep that the 
trolley actually reminded me of a roller 
coaster at the jersey shore.  In fact, for 
1.50 it was the most entertaining ride 

 
 

a book and those who do not travel only 

ner I am constantly fascinated about how 
others live their lives, how other com-
munities are formed and thrive, and how 
other regions are organized and operate.  
Although I would highly recommend 
Portugal as a travel destination, one does 
not have to leave the U.S. to learn about 
other cultures and ways of life.  One can 
easily visit neighboring cities and states.  
The more you learn about other people 
and places, the more you learn about 
yourself.  
 
 

Wake Up, Local Governments!  
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APA-NJ  

Online Calendar 
 

View or submit NJ 
planning events at 

www.njplanning.com/
calendar 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=r9qff9dab&et=1104042828159&s=897&e=001t6iipAyS8vkwWubgJwiuVP8wXLzF2r-JcyAYBBeY42x5UeswfbmizjHJmxSEiHgou-NY5n5tGiJRP9dDehLfvkXbPT9GyzziX03ciHr3s9QK9iVcVvUIDof1TpwiKfYOtOfvifmzAmGR_VhQjA2gN_0P016umvtrdx2ecHNKW1S8Dhsn8anqkvdz_1AYdWK
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This article is reprinted from www.planning.org/features/2011/giffords.htm 
 
By W. Paul Farmer, FAICP 
APA Chief Executive Officer 
 
We know that good governance and good planning go hand in 
hand together. Within our democratic form of government in 
the U.S., we have carved out unique ways in which planning 
occurs. The tragedy in Tucson this past weekend was an attack 
on democracy  our chosen form of governance  in addi-
tion to being a horrible attack on individuals. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with those killed or injured as well as their families 
and loved ones. 
 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords is well known among the 
community of planners and engaged citizens in Arizona. She 
served as a keynote speaker at an annual conference of APA 
Arizona in the early 2000s while a state legislator, and later 
received the chapter's Legislator of the Year Award. 
 
Kellie Sertich, AICP, a current member of APA's Board of Di-
rectors and the APA Arizona Chapter President when Giffords 
addressed the chapter, has met with her on many occasions 
and offers the following thoughts: 
 
"I had the pleasure of working with Gabby during my term as 
President of the Arizona Chapter of the APA. As a state legisla-
tor she was a partner with APA Arizona in many planning en-
deavors  a partnership she continues as a Congresswoman. 
Gabby always makes time to meet with the Arizona contingent 
when they attend the APA Planners' Day on Capitol Hill in D.C. 
She is considered a champion and hero by planners in commu-
nities in her district that she has helped with local and federal 
issues. Gabby perseveres in her endeavors  this one a little 
tougher  as we all keep her in our thoughts." 
 

  
  

APA-NJ has gone to great lengths to provide far more than the required 32 credit hours of educational opportunities 
in various venues and at various price points to assist its members in attaining all of their required CM credits. Please 
let us know if you have an idea, and/or would like to help organize an educational program. We are also seeking CM 
provider partners. Let us know if you are a part of an organization that would like to co-sponsor an event. 
 

To discuss potential CM eligible educational programming, please contact: 
Tom Schulze, AICP, PP 

Professional Development Officer for Continuing Education 
tomschulze@aol.com 

 

Jon Froke, AICP, APA Arizona's cur-
rent president, has spoken for the 
chapter: 
 
"On behalf of the Arizona Planning 
Association we express our sadness 
and grief at the senseless tragedy that 
occurred in Tucson Saturday morning 
that involved U.S. Representative Gabrielle Giffords and oth-
ers." 
 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords is a unique public servant, 
respected by those of various political viewpoints. Her commit-
ment to service and her belief in an open, inclusive environment 
was perhaps influenced by the fact that she is also a planner. 
While earning a master's degree from Cornell's City and Re-
gional Planning Department, Giffords learned to raise the quali-
ty of public debate on critical issues. 
 
She is described as passionate about important policy issues 
such as health care and immigration. As the 112th Congress 
opened last week, she was proud to read the First Amendment 
as the U.S. Constitution was read in the House chamber. She 
reaches across the aisle and continually reaches out to her con-
stituents, as she was doing last Saturday. She seeks their ideas 
and input, and tries to assist with citizens' personal problems 
where possible. She has dedicated much of her life to public 
service, earning praise from our members, as Sertich and Froke 
have noted. To me, she sounds like an exemplary planner. 
 
We extend our prayers to her and others who were killed or 
injured in the tragedy. We hope for the best possible recovery 
for Congresswoman Giffords and others who are still recover-
ing. We also trust that our quality of public debate will be 
raised, not lowered. We stand in awe of those who serve their 
fellow citizens in so many ways in the U.S. and abroad. 

http://www.planning.org/features/2011/giffords.htm
mailto:rebeccamhersh@aol.com
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By Dianne Brake 
 
As mentioned on page 3, this is a reprint 
of an article that appeared in the 
PlanSmart NJ Resource Book distributed 
at their 42nd Annual Dinner.  
 

By 
failing to plan, you are planning 
to fail,
Franklin. (He used the word 

thing). After 25 years of thinking 
about planning, however, I have 
developed a slightly different view. 

Failing to plan 
well
sult.  
 
I have seen what some would con-
sider the best-laid plans fail due to 
unforeseen circumstances, some of 
which could, with careful planning, 
have been foreseen. I have also 
seen too many plans based on such 
vague goals and puny implementa-
tion strategies that they could never 
lead to anything but failure.  
 
To plan well means to plan big.  
 
As former President Harry S. Tru-
man once said, 
amend a big plan, but you can 
never expand a little one.

plans 
big enough to meet a situation 
we cannot possibly foresee 
now  
 
What plans would qualify as big 
enough? Reaching back one more 
time to the wisdom of our fore-
bears, the answer could lie in the 
words of philosopher Immanuel 

The best way to 
predict for the future is to invent 

it

picture, long-term, plan-  
philosophy. 
 
Small plans are based on trends. 
This is not really planning at all;; it is 
simply extrapolating what we can 
easily see today. Big plans are based 
on directing your actions toward 
the future you want, not the one 
you are doomed to get if you 
choose to do nothing. Big plans 
invent the future.  
 
This does not mean that trends are 
not important. Far from it. Existing 
conditions must be understood be-
cause they describe special chal-
lenges, opportunities, and con-
straints. They describe the points of 
intervention where change can be 
started. Trends must also be under-
stood because trends describe the 
future that will be ours if we fail to 
do anything differently.  
 
So planning must begin by under-
standing existing conditions and 
trends. The next step is to relate 
the present to the future: plans 

lenges will be met, and opportuni-
ties and assets will be leveraged, to 
create the better future the plan 
envisions.  
 
This is a key area in which current 
planning practice fails. We collect 
too much data, often the wrong 
data, and then fail to use it in the 
plan. 
 
Another key problem is that plans 
have too many vague goals, such as 

clear what these phrases mean for 
the future in relation to the present. 
More jobs? Different jobs? Save 
farming? Save the look of farming?  
 

future: it means identifying specific 
objectives for how existing chal-
lenges and constraints will be ad-
dressed and existing opportunities 
will be leveraged.  
 
In addition, without clearly articu-
lating the future we want, we will 
never be able to measure the gap 
between where we are now and 
where we want to arrive in the fu-
ture. And without knowing how 

to design strategies that can effec-
tively bridge it.  
 
This is another key area in which 
current planning practice fails. 
Many fail to contain a plan of ac-
tion designed to bridge the gap be-
tween the present and future. The 
more ambitious is our vision of 
the future, the more transforma-
tive our strategies need to be to 
achieve it. 
 
This truth was demonstrated in the 
real-life story of recycling policy in 
New Jersey. Although New Jersey 
had been promoting recycling for 
years, it had relied on the fairly pu-
ny strategy of encouraging self-
motivated people to sort it, prepare 
it, and drive it to the few recycling 
centers that existed. Needless to 
say, the amount of waste that was 
recycled was small.  
 
Then, in the 1980s, there was a cri-
sis created by a lawsuit that stopped 
each county from building a trash 
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incinerator. If the State did not 
want incinerators, and had no room 
for more landfills, the Court said 
the State must find a way to recycle 
up to 60% of its waste within five 
years.  
 
This turned out to be a transform-
ative goal. There was such a huge 
gap between the volume of waste 
that was being recycled in the pre-
sent and the amount that must be 
recycled only five years hence, that 
tinkering with the current strategies 
would not be enough. The State 
had to invent something new  so 
it invented free curbside collection.  
 
The ambitious goal spurred the cre-
ation of a transformative strategy. 
The recycling story ends with suc-
cess  the goal was met, ahead of 
schedule. 
 
This is an excellent example of in-
venting the future we want. Alt-
hough no one would think of this 
recycling story as describing a 

 
 

(1) It was based on an under-
standing of the challenge of 
existing conditions;; 
(2) It created a measurable 

 in which the problems 
were addressed;; and 
(3) It created a strategy that 
bridged the gap between 
them. 

   (4) It forged an agreement 
among all the parties needed 
to implement the strategy and 
meet the goal.  

 

sight, the recycling story represents 
creating a plan big enough to 
cope with unforeseen conditions. A 
mid-point correction could have 
been applied, if needed, during the 
five years given by the Court to 
meet the goal. If they had begun by 
merely tinkering with the existing 
strategies  a plan too little  they 
would not only have failed to meet 
the target, they would have wasted 
time by having to start over.  
 

the market do not understand the 
power of changing the rules of the 
game. For example, by now it 
should be clear that it was not the 

our current Great Recession: it was 
the result of regulations and practic-
es that interacted in ways that we 
did not foresee, or did not have the 
will to change. 
 

nize the opportunities that we con-
tinue to have every day. They imag-
ine that the future will be much like 
the present. They fail to recognize 
that nothing is more constant than 
change. They fail to imagine how 
things could be better. 
 

Every day there is an opportunity 
to take actions that will either make 
things better or make things worse. 
Surely, the desire to try to make 
things better for the next genera-
tion should be reason enough to 
cause us to reject a fatalistic view.  
 
We know there are those who think 
that planning is a waste of time, 
time better spent on action. Some 

is preferable to act without think-
ing? And it would be planning bad-
ly indeed if planning were not 
about action! 
 
It is true that planning embraces 
the assembly of facts and the appli-
cation of reason to the complexity 
of interacting open systems that 
control our shared future. Plan-
ning embraces the belief that 
reason and hope, expressed in a 
plan of action, can change the 
trajectory of trends and make 
things better for us all.  
 
That is how planning can invent 
the future and inspire people to 
work toward it, transforming atti-
tudes, conditions, and outcomes 
along the way. Planning can 
change the quality of communi-
ty life.  
 
I feel that my own 25 years in the 
pursuit of better planning was time 
well spent. But, as in all plans, the 
best is yet to come! 
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ditionally, many Fiat suppliers have con-

industry, producing wind turbines and 
recycling bins or converting their facto-
ries to rubber recycling facilities.[4]    
Urban cores present ample opportuni-
ties for economic growth through reno-
vations, retrofits, and brownfield devel-

As of December 2009, this 200-hectare 
[495-acre/.77 square-mile] former indus-
trial site was host to over 1,500 busi-
nesses employing 44,600 workers.[5]
Furthermore, in spite of the global eco-
nomic recession, businesses in this dis-
trict grew 5.4 percent between 2008 and 
2009. Policies and investments like these 
have brought European cities back from 
the brink of economic ruin that now 
threatens numerous cities in the Ameri-

    
 
Urban planning methods that encourage 
low-carbon growth have benefitted Latin 
American cities as well. While Curitiba, 
Brazil experienced a three-fold increase 
in population from 1970 through 208, 
ecological urban planning techniques 
increased per capita green space from 1 
m2 to 50m2 during the same period.
[7] Curitiba also enjoys the highest pub-

   lic transportation usage  nearly forty-
five percent of all trips  of any Brazilian 

of air pollution.[8] Curitiba Industrial 
City, an area planned thirty years ago 
with strict environmental controls, is 
now host to 700 companies that have 
directly or indirectly created 200,000 
jobs and account for twenty percent of 

    
 
American cities certainly have the capaci-
ty for sustainable development, and cer-

neighborhood preferences are beginning 
to shift. Christopher Lienberger, noted 
real estate scholar and author of The 
Option of Urbanism: Investing in a New 
American Dream asserts that American 
consumers are demanding walkable, 

lighted a fundamental change in what 
consumers do want: homes in central 
cities and closer-in suburbs where one 

For the first time in 50 years, houses in 
dense, diverse, and walkable neighbor-
hoods are more valuable per square foot 
than their counterparts in sprawling, car-
dependent exurban neighborhoods.[11] 
Baby Boomers and Millenials alike are 
beginning to understand the high, hidden 

costs of suburban housing and are 
choosing to live where automobiles are 
not required, freeing their income for 
other pursuits and raising their quality of 
life.    
 
Sustainable urban neighborhoods pre-
sent other opportunities for economic 
growth. Leinberger argues that regula-
tions and incentives that encourage 
smart growth and energy efficiency 
would not only create millions of con-

markets for power-conserving materials 
and appliaces, providing American de-
signers and manufacturers with experi-
ence producing the kinds of green prod-
ucts world markets will increasingly 

    
 
Some American metropolitan cores have 
begun to capitalize on the opportunities 
of the renewable energy sector. Seattle-
Puget Sound has developed a 

which already employs nearly 10,000 
persons.[13] This burgeoning industry 
promoted per capita income growth 
faster than the nation average over the 
last ten years, and new investment in the 

Integration Center and Demonstration 

entrepreneurialism and innovation.[14] 
Portland, Oregon has also realized the 
economic potential of sustainable devel-
opment: a $50 million streetcar project 
spurred $3.5 billion in private sector 
development along its route  even be-
fore it was built.[15]    
 
Planners have the power to promote 
transit-oriented development that im-
proves quality of life and engender eco-
nomic growth by making cities more 
attractive to residents and businesses. 
To capitalize on these opportunities, 
planners and policymakers must revamp 
the antiquated laws and programs that 
have incentivized decades of unsustaina-
ble development. Nascent efforts to 
rebuild American infrastructure  such 

TIGER I and TIGER II programs  must 

  

...Sustainable Cities as Economic Engines 
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be intensified. Planners must transform 
archaic zoning codes that make walkable 
urbanism all but illegal.[16] Most im-
portantly, planners and business leaders 
at the local, state, and regional levels can 
transcend partisan politics, as they did in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. In a state that voted 
63 percent for John McCain and Sarah 

and continued taxpayer investment in, a 
system of forty-three miles of light rail 
and eighty-eight miles of heavy rail, with 
over sixty stops around which new de-
velopment has clustered.[17]    
 
President Obama has called for action 
from federal policymakers and urban 
planners, at a moment in time when ur-
ban development and infrastructure in-
vestment can spur economic growth in a 
way that we have not seen since the 
development of the highway system. 

-first century economy 
must be centered around sustainable 
cities that are connected by reliable, 
efficient infrastructure and powered by 
carbonless, renewable energy. While 
some in the planning profession have 
recognized this for decades, it seems as 
though our political leaders are begin-
ning to recognize this as well. Americans 

    specifically planners, architects, engi-
neers, and other environmental design 
professionals  have the knowledge and 

and lead the transformation of our econ-
omy by building thriving cities.    
 

2010, Chicago, IL). www.brookings.edu/~/media/
Files/
events/2010/1208_metro_summit/1208_metro
_summit_katz.pdf 

 

Chicago, IL). www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/

events/2010/1208_metro_summit/1208_metro
_summit_ackermann.pdf 
[4] Ricky Burdett, Andrea Colantonio, Philipp 

Lessons and opportunities from metros in the EU 

mit 2010, Chicago, IL). www.brookings.edu/~/
media/Files/
events/2010/1208_metro_summit/1208_metro
_summit_global_paper.pdf 

 

 

ed Nations Environment Programme Green Econ-
omy Initiative, www.unep.org/greeneconomy/
SuccessStories/SustainableUrbanPlanninginBrazil/
tabid/4656/language/en-US/Default.aspx. 

 
 

www.brookings.edu/
articles/2010/11_real_estate_leinberger.aspx 

 
 

 Puget Sound: catalyzing the 
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APA will hold the 2011 National Planning Conference April 9-­12 in Boston at the 
Hynes Convention Center.  
 
Select from hundreds of sessions, technology showcase presentations, mobile 
workshops, GIS workshops, poster sessions, facilitated discussions, and training 
workshops. Visit www.planning.org for complete conference details. 

The Complete Guide to Planning in New Jersey has been the land use profes-­
sional's source for NJ planning law, regulation and policy for over a decade. 

The 2010 edition is now available -­ get yours today! www.njplanning.org 

The Jersey Planner 
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APA-NJ Executive Committee 
 
President  
Charles Latini Jr., PP, AICP 
NJ Transit 
e: Charleslatini@yahoo.com 
 
Past President 
Courtenay Mercer, PP, AICP 
Mercer Planning Associates 
e: pres@njapa.org 
 
VP of Policy 
Mirah Becker, PP, AICP 
Middlesex County Planning Board 
e: mirah.becker@co.middlesex.nj.us  
 
VP of Public Relations 
Rebecca Hersh, PP, AICP 
e: rebeccamhersh@aol.com 
 
VP of Membership Services 
Brandy Forbes, PP, AICP 
City of Hoboken Planning Dept. 
e: brandyforbes@gmail.com  
 
VP of Conference Services  
Lorissa Whitaker, PP, AICP 
Triad Associates 
e: lwhitaker@triadincorporated.com  
 
Treasurer 
Mark Healey, PP, AICP 
Franklin Township 
e: mark.healey@twp.franklin.nj.us  
  
Secretary 
Bonnie N. Flynn, PP, AICP 
Township of Stafford 
e: bflynn@twp.stafford.nj.us  
 
Professional Development Officer of 
Continuing Education 
Tom Schulze, AICP 
e: tomschulze@aol.com  
 
Professional Development Officer of 
Exam Prep 
Kelly O'Brien, PP, AICP 
Louis Berger Group 
e: examprep@njplanning.org  
 
 

 
Northeast Area Representative 
Alexander Dambach, AICP, PP 
Newark Division of Planning & Commu-­
nity Development 
e: alexdambach@yahoo.com  
 
Northwest Area Representative 
Eric Snyder, PP, AICP 
Sussex County Planning  
Department 
e: esnyder@sussex.nj.us 
 
Central Representative 
Paul Gleitz, PP, AICP 
Heyer, Gruel & Associates 
e: pgleitz@hgapa.com  
 
Southern Representative  
Leah Furey Bruder, PP, AICP 
Bach Associates 
e: leah_furey@yahoo.com  
 
Southern Shore Representative 
Shane Godshall 
Triad Associates 
e: sgodshall@gmail.com  
 
Student Representative 
Lauren McKim  
Bloustein School of Planning & Public 
Policy 
e: lauren.mckim@gmail.com  
 
EX-­OFFICIO MEMBERS 
 
Housing Committee Chair 
Vito Gallo, PP, AICP 
e: vitoagallo@comcast.net  
 
Sustainability Committee 
Jeffrey Perlman, PP, AICP 
NJTPA 
E-­mail: jeffiperlman@gmail.com  
 
Transportation Committee 
Raymond S. Tomczak, PP, AICP 
HNTB Corporation 
E-­mail: RTomczak@chacompanies.com 
 
 
 

 
Ethnic & Cultural Diversity  
Committee Chair 
Jeffrey Wilkerson  
PlanSmart NJ 
e: ecdc.nj@gmail.com 
 
Young Planners Group Chair 
Christopher A. Brown, PP, AICP 
Remington & Vernick Engineers 
e:  
christopher.alex.brown@gmail.com 
 
Faculty Liaison 
Stuart Meck, FAICP, PP 
Bloustein School of Planning &  
Public Policy 
e: stumeck@rci.rutgers.edu  
 
Scholarship Committee 
Brent Barnes, PP, AICP 
Louis Berger Group 
e:  bbarnes@louisberger.com 
 
Urban Design Committee 
Carlos Rodrigues, PP, AICP  
Regional Plan Association 
e: crodrigues@rpa.org 
 
Linda B. Weber, PP, AICP  
Brown and Keener Urban Design  
e: linda@BKUrbanDesign.com 
 
Community Service Coordinator 
Linda E. Wills, PP, AICP,  
LEED Green Associate 
NJ Meadowlands Commission 
e: lewills@optonline.net 
 
Community Planning Partnerships 
Tom Schulze, AICP 
E-­mail: tomschulze@aol.com 
 
STAFF 
Executive Director 
Sheena Collum 
NJ Chapter of the APA 
PO Box 813 
New Brunswick, NJ 08903 
Phone: 732-­932-­5475 x731 
e: scollum@njplanning.org 
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