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e hear a lot of buzz these days about
“smart infrastructure.” And rightly so.
The opportunities to apply technology
to improve the efficiency of infrastructure, respond
in real-time to user demand, and receive early
indications of maintenance needs are seemingly
endless; consider:
• Parking meters that charge variable prices depending
on the time of day and demand.
• Stormwater infrastructure that uses weather
prediction data to prepare systems for the next big rain event.
• Sensors built into roads that improve winter road
management by sensing when to time salt or other de-icing
materials or lower speed limits.
• Apps that allow residents to report new potholes from
their phones.
• Smart metering on water and sewer infrastructure
that rovides real time data on usage and leak detection.

This all sounds great. Saving money and improving services
leads to happier residents. Bring it on.

Be smart to get smart
But before we can invest in smart infrastructure, we need to
get smarter about our infrastructure.
We tell our children all the time to “make smart decisions.”
We say this hoping that they will forego immediate gratification
in favor of longer-term rewards, making informed decisions
that will help them grow, be safe, and succeed. Why then
wouldn’t we have the same expectations for the decisions we
make regarding the future of our state? In New Jersey, the
State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan) was
created to be a guide for making smarter decisions, at all levels
of government, regarding investment in growth and preservation.
Infrastructure investment dictates the quality of the communities
that we can build, the ability of goods to flow through the state,
and the access to opportunity through education, housing and
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jobs. It also affects the resiliency of our
communities and the safety of our citizens
against the impacts of extreme weather.

Infrastructure Check List
What do people want and need?

With 565
municipalities
making decisions
everyday about
infrastructure of all
types, shouldn’t we all
be working from the
same playbook?

“

”

The State Plan provides a vision for
what these investments could create and
a framework for working together to get
there. But the State Plan has gathered
dust on a shelf while business as usual

• Safe, decent affordable housing.
• Jobs and industry such as tourism and agriculture.
• Natural resources to protect and enjoy.
• Resiliency from climate change.
• Quality education.
• Safe communities.
None of these exist in a vacuum, and they must be
coordinated to deliver a quality environment in
which people will want to live, work and thrive.
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has strained resources, delayed maintenance, put affordable housing in the
hands of the courts, and watched higher
intensity storms take a toll on our shores.
With 565 municipalities making decisions everyday about infrastructure of
all types, shouldn’t we all be working
from the same playbook?

The people’s infrastructure
Communities are the confluence where
decisions regarding our hard infrastructure
(sewer, water, energy, etc.) come together
with our soft infrastructure (natural
resources, social services, etc.) to serve
the people.
Understanding the critical relationships
among the components that comprise a
towns’ infrastructure is difficult but
necessary work. Infrastructure provides
the underlying framework upon which the
rest is built. The goals of economic growth,
natural resource protection and social
equity that were outlined in the State Plan–
last updated in 2001–remain relevant
today, even more so, and making smart,
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Understanding
the critical
relationships among
the components
that comprise a
towns’ infrastructure
is difficult but
necessary work.

“

”

coordinated, efficient infrastructure decisions is essential to meeting these goals.
It is vital that the State take the lead by
dusting off the State Plan and jumpstarting
the work of the long-dormant State Planning Commission. This would go a long
way toward providing our communities
with the tools, resources, and information
needed to make smart decisions about the
infrastructure systems that keep residents
safe, our infrastructure from falling apart,

and the trains running on time.

What you can do
Municipalities can build relationships
across political jurisdictions with all of the
entities that impact infrastructure at the
local level. Get to know the infrastructure
that is already in place, its age, life span,
and maintenance needs, and collaborate
on an ongoing basis with neighboring
towns, counties, and state agencies that
can help you get the most out of it, or
help you bring it up to modern standards.
Consider establishing a “Dig Once”
policy to minimize the disturbance to the
roads and sidewalks and maximize the
opportunities for cost-effective modernization. And demand the opportunity that
an active and engaged State Plan process
provides municipalities and their residents
to move New Jersey into the future.
Leadership is necessary as these issues
transcend political term limits. If we really
care about our state, we’ll put forth the
difficult effort. Smart infrastructure
begins with a smart State Plan. e

