Hazard Mitigation and Recovery Planning Committee (APA-NJ)
Teleconference Meeting
April 12, 2013 12:00 noon
AGENDA

1. March 1, 2013 Meeting Summary
2. Updates
DCA Recovery Action Plan for CDBG-DR funding
APA Recovery Workshops – April 1, 3 and 4
Post-Sandy Community Planning Assistance Inventory
3. NJ Proposed Legislation (http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/bills0001.asp)
A-61 Imposes oversight upon Hurricane Sandy recovery funds
A3920 Creates New Jersey Coastal Commission; reallocates certain
funds from DEP to commission; and appropriates $20 million.
A3945 Requires hazard mitigation plan element in municipal master
plan; appropriates $95,000.
4. Upcoming Mitigation and Recovery Webinars and Workshops
5. HMRP Work Plan and Next Steps
6. Open for Comments
7. Schedule next meeting

Hazard Mitigation and Recovery Planning Committee
Meeting Summary – April 12, 2013, 12:00 noon
Teleconference Call

The meeting began at about 12:05 pm with a discussion on the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Representatives from the HMP consultant, Tetra Tech, were on the call to give an update.
Status of State Hazard Mitigation Plan (Tetra Tech – Jonathan and Cynthia)
Jonathan and Cynthia provided an update to the group on the status of the State Hazard Mitigation
Plan. Their company was hired to update the 2012 plan and began work on January 1, 2013. They
are currently working primarily with state-level stakeholders and recognize that outreach to a larger
base is necessary to make this an inclusive process. The organizational structure includes and Plan
Development Committee (mitigation core team and subject matter experts), state hazard mitigation
team (discussing the planning process). The mitigation core team is in charge of the process and is
the decision making body of the plan. Thus far, they have reviewed all technical documents and
have begun to update hazard profiles and develop a critical facility database. Ultimately, they want
to have a clear outline to the vulnerability assessment. There has also been discussion about
reorganizing the state plan. The intention is taking the existing plan and reorganizing it into a more
clean and useful structure. Tetra Tech is willing to give access to a sharepoint folder with the APA
HMRP Committee. They have a comprehensive list of stakeholders and will share it with the
committee and begin discussion on identifying new initiatives for the 2014 plan. A first draft is
expected in October 2013 but as specific sections are being developed (i.e. hazard profiling) they
will put it out for review with a smaller group.
Other Updates
• DCA Recovery Action Plan for CDBG-DR Funding – APA-NJ prepared a detailed review
of State Recovery Action Plan that is being used for State spending CDBG and expressed
concerns about the quality of the plan. The revised plan doesn’t address many comments
from the chapter along with other organizations. Both the HCDNNJ and APA have reached
out to HUD directly expressing our concern that our issues were not addresses. Awaiting
next steps.
• APA Recovery Workshops – April 1-5- The series of 5 workshops was well attended, over
220 people registered. The content was relatively high altitude and suggestions were made
that the next set of workshops needs to get more to a granular level. APA (national) will be
posting information to their website.
• Status of Inventory – APA-NJ put out a survey of post-sandy recovery work to see where
there are gaps and overlaps. There have been 30 responses so far. Once all the results are
back, the committee can review and make any recommendation and decide where the
committee should be focusing its efforts and where other organizations may be interested.
• NJ Proposed Legislation (http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/bills0001.asp)
o A-61 Imposes oversight upon Hurricane Sandy recovery funds – approved in

•

both houses over a month ago, waiting for the governor to sign it.
o A3920 Creates New Jersey Coastal Commission; reallocates certain funds from
DEP to commission; and appropriates $20 million. 19 voting members, been
assigned to committee with no action. Committees will start meeting in Mid-May.
o A3945 Requires hazard mitigation plan element in municipal master plan;
appropriates $95,000 to OPA. This came before the chapter’s legislative
committee, it was premature and there were mixed feelings at the time. At the
amount appropriated, this is nothing more than an unfunded mandate. OPA has not
been asked to comment officially. The group decided to wait and see if it gains
tractions and revisit at the next meeting.
Upcoming Mitigation and Recovery Webinars and Workshops
o The committee discussed various upcoming workshops and would like these posted
to a central calendar.

HMRP Work Plan and Next Steps
Waiting for the inventory to be completed. Where do we want to target resources in our efforts.
Contact Linda if you have ideas. We’re working with the chapter’s community planning assistance
program and helping them with projects.
Chris Sturm – NJ Future
NJ Future partnered with groups to ask the State to release the draft administrative plan so that
everyone would have the opportunity to see what the State is proposing and how it’s allocating
funds. HMGP (Hazard Mitigation Grant Program) is expected to fund the buyout program and has
the ability to provide funds to planning. NJ Future wants a better handle on what the needs for
planning are and ask for volunteers to assist in this effort, particularly what portion of dollars should
be allocated to planning. David Kutner has joined the NJ Future team as a recovery manager.
Participants in the Call
Linda Weber, Chair, Sheena Collum, Kate Meade, Jon Carnegie, Michael Sacatos, David Kutner, Bob Kull,
Jessica Giorgianni, Cathleen Carlisle, Lucy Vandenberg, Dan Kennedy, Chris Sturm, Dave Heller, Jonathan
Razor, Cynthia Bianco

Next Meeting
TBD
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