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Request for Proposals (RFP)

The APA-NJ’s Ethnic & Cultural Diversity Committee (ECDC) is providing opportunities for organizations and researchers to highlight their work and/or best practices that reflect interesting perspectives for regional equity and/or cultural and ethnic communities to a large audience. ECDC is requesting proposals for its ongoing ECDC’s 4Thought Forum Series and potentially future APA-NJ Webinars and/or the APA-NJ Annual State Planning Conference. 

In 2011, the 4Thought Forum Series garnered major interest with an overwhelming attendance of planners, government workers, community leaders and interested parties.

The 4Thought Forum Series is two hours in length and held four times a year.  The goal of the Series is to fulfill ECDC’s mission by providing a formal set of forums that:

· Identify approaches and practices that effectively promote regional equity (social, economic, transportation and/or environmental)

· Introduce new and trending approaches or planning practices that effectively respond to the social, economic and physical needs of cultural enclaves and/or inner-city communities

· Provide clearer understanding of settlement patterns of various cultures and ethnicities

· Discuss self-sustaining and livable communities practices for disinvested communities

· Introduce planning or professional development topics that are seldom discussed in a formalized setting that may be cultural or ethnic specific

· Provide opportunities for minority owned firms to highlight their unique services to the planning community

· Give an interesting perspective on any culture or ethnic community

The ECDC’s mission is to provide ongoing education forums and opportunities for professional planners, planning students and university faculty of different backgrounds to network, share ideas and bring recognition to unique values and perspectives.

Proposal Formats

General 4Thought Forum 

All 4Thought Series Forums are 2 hours in length. 

Complete Session proposals include:

· Proposed session title

· General description

· Outline of session

· Key Learning Objectives (at least 2)

· Case Studies (if applicable)

· Supporting Research (if applicable)

· Key information attendees will take back to their community or jobs?

· Speakers biographies

The APA-NJ ECDC will work with organizers on securing a date/time and venue.
Potential Themes

· Transportation and Equity

· Equitable Capital Disbursements

· Planning for Ethnic & Cultural Enclaves

· Gentrification 
· Planning for the Unbanked and Underbanked

· Digital Divide
· Meaningful Public Outreach/Participation/Inclusion

· Complete Inclusion – youth, seniors, women, immigrants, homeless
· Food Deserts/Access
· Health and Nutrition
· Open Space and Recreational/Play Space in Urban Areas

· Promoting Civic Engagement

· Health Impact Assessments/Environmental Justice

· Law

· Policy

· Diversity in the Planning Profession 
· Bike/pedestrian planning in lower income and/or immigrant neighborhoods 

Submitting a Proposal

Proposals will be accepted on a rolling basis. Respondents to this request should submit their proposals via email to Tiffany Robinson, ECDC Chair at ecdc.nj@gmail.com.  Ms. Robinson can be reached at (973) 946-5685 for questions. 
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